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On October 19, I and some others from Messiah and St. Peter Lutheran Church of 
Hopewell Township went to see Gosnell, a movie about the investigation and trial of 
Kermit Gosnell. Dr. Gosnell owned and operated the Women's Medical Society clinic 
in Philadelphia, and was well-known for providing abortions to poor minority and    
immigrant women. 
 

I was especially impressed by the acting of Earl Billings, who portrayed Dr. Gosnell as 
the affable, unfussy man he apparently was when he was still a licensed physician.     
Killing human beings inside and outside the womb didn't seem to bother him, though 
he did express regret at the death of some of the adults in his care, or lack thereof.    
Dr. Gosnell saw himself as a provider of services to those in need. So do many abortion 
providers, most of whom follow laws that Dr. Gosnell considered optional. 
 

We can thank God for small mercies. Abortion after the 24th week of  pregnancy was 
and still is illegal in Pennsylvania. But we in New Jersey have no such limit. In our state, 
abortion is legal at any time for any reason. That lack of protection makes me feel like 
I'm living in a slave state before the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment, in which 
slaves had few legal protections. 
 

Left to ourselves, we can make 
our peace with just about           
anything. Without a steady diet 
of Law and Gospel from God's 
Word, we often don't recognize 
our sin or receive God's             
forgiveness. Without being fed by 
God's Word and sacraments, and 
without the witness of the 
church, we forget what human 
dignity means and what's wrong 
with slavery and elective                       
abortion.                                                             

Jesus' Disciples Defend Human Dignity 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Receiving God's gifts in the fellowship of the church teaches us what it means to care for one another. Our                  
congregation extends that care to others too, supporting organizations like Womanspace (provides refuge for 
women from violent homes), Choice One (provides crisis pregnancy care), as well as speaking out strongly in 
defense of unborn children. 
 
The church is not immune from sin, and sometimes refuses to acknowledge the sin in its midst. We see that in the 
sexual abuse scandal in the Roman communion today. In the nineteenth century, controversy over slavery tore 
American churches apart. Racism is still with us, and we cannot purge ourselves of all sin. But, justified, Baptized, 
and forgiven by God, we can still strive to love one another, even if we do it imperfectly. We can care for the 
least of our sisters and brothers, who are vulnerable and cannot care for themselves. I'm proud of the faithful, 
principled, and compassionate stand of our Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS) defending human dignity 
at all stages of life, with specific reference to abortion and euthanasia. The LCMS Commission on Theology and 
Church Relations has published thoughtful, careful, and faithful studies on these issues, available at https://
www.lcms.org/about/leadership/commission-on-theology-and-church-relations/documents/life-issues 
 
Some of us remember the American civil rights marches of the 1960s. I'd like to think that if I had been alive then, 
I would have defended the life and dignity of all people, regardless of skin color, even if it would have made me 
controversial and unpopular. I'd like to think that had I been alive in Germany in the 1930s and 1940s, I would 
not have turned a blind eye to Nazi crimes, whether they were legal or not. 
 
We can't all do everything, but we can each do something. Through our support of Womanspace and Choice 
One, we at Messiah are doing something to help mothers in distress and unborn children. We will continue to 
speak of God's grace to sinners, and to stand up for human dignity in all stages of life. W can ask one another, our 
neighbors, and our state legislators to make New Jersey a leader in protecting children in the womb, with legal 
protections such as those described in NJ Assembly Bill A3452, available at www.njleg.state.nj.us/2016/Bills/
A3500/3452_I1.PDF 
 
It's not easy to live as a disciple of Jesus. Frequently, I don't want to. But it's better to take the difficult path the 
right way than the easy path the wrong way. Job knew what that was like, and he kept the faith, saying, “But he 
knows the way that I take; when he has tried me, I shall come out as gold” (Job 23:10). Thanks be to God who 
loves each of us regardless of our ability to defend ourselves, who tries and refines us, who walks with us through 
the valley of the shadow of death, and who is with us always, to the end of the age (Psalm 23:4; Matthew 28:20). 
 
Pastor Erhardt 
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Lutheran Campus Ministry Table Talks 
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BBQ  
Time! 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

PAGE 9 NOVEMBER 2018 - JANUARY 2019 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

PAGE 10 NOVEMBER 2018 - JANUARY 2019 



 

 

PAGE  11  NOVEMBER 2018 - JANUARY 2019 

 Photo courtesy of Debbie Baer 

 Photo courtesy of Messiah archives   

 Photo courtesy of Messiah archives   



 

First Sunday of Advent 

December 1, 2013 

ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 2:1-5 Psalm 122 Romans 13:11-
14 

Matthew 
24:36-44 

Second Sunday of Ad-
vent 
December 8, 2013 

Isaiah 11:1-10 Psalm 72:1-7, 
18-19 

Romans 15:4-
13 

Matthew 3:1-
12 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 15, 2013 
ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 35:1-10 Psalm 146:5-
10 
or 

James 5:7-10 Matthew 11:2
-11 

Fourth Sunday of Ad-
vent 
December 22, 2013 

Isaiah 7:10-16 Psalm 80:1-7, 
17-19 

Romans 1:1-7 Matthew 1:18
-25 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

 

 
7:30 pm Choir 

2 

 

 
7:30 pm Catechism 

3 

 
 

4 
9am Christian 
Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

5 

 

6 
 

7 

 

 
7:30 pm Choir 

8 

 

 

6:30 pm LCM 
Table Talk 

9 

 

 
7:30 pm Catechism 

10 

 

11 
9am Christian 
Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

12 13 

 

14 

 

 
7:30 pm Choir 

15 
 

 

7pm Prayer Shawl 
Meeting 

16 

 

 
7:30 pm Catechism 

17 
9am Men’s Forum 

18 
9am Christian 
Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

19 

 

20 21 

 

 

22 
 

Thanksgiving  
Day 

23 
 

24 
 

25 9am       

Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

 

26 27 28 

 

 
7:30 pm Choir 

29 

 
7pm Executive 
Board Meeting 

30 

 

 
7:30 pm Catechism 

 

November 2018 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2 
9am Christian Edu-
cation 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

3 4 5 

 

 
7:30 pm Choir 

6 

 
6:30 pm LCM 
Table Talk 

7 

 

 
7:30 pm Catechism 

1 

8 
6pm                       
Potluck & Caroling 

9 9am Education  

10:30am Holy 
Communion with 
Sunday School  
Program                                                       
12:15 Voters Mtg 

10 

 

11 
 

12 

 

 
7:30 pm Choir 

13 

 
7pm Prayer Shawl 
Meeting 

14 

 

 
7:30 pm Catechism 

15 
9am Men’s Forum 

16 
9am Christian Edu-
cation 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

17 18 

 

19 

 

 
7:30 pm Choir 

20 21 

 

 
7:30 pm Catechism 

22 
 

23 
9am Christian Edu-
cation 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

24 

 
8om Christmas Eve 
Candlelight  

25 

 
10:30am              
Christmas Day                 
Holy Communion  

26 

 

 

27 
 

28 

 
 

29 

 

 
 

30  

10:30am Holy 
Communion      

31 

 

   

 

  

December 2018 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

 

 
7:30 pm Choir 

3 
 

 

4 5 

6 
10:30am Holy 
Communion 

7 

 

8 
 

9 

 

 
7:30 pm Choir 

10 
 

 

6:30 pm LCM 
Table Talk 

11 12 
 

13 
9am Christian 
Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

14 15 

 

16 

 

 
7:30 pm Choir 

17 

 
7pm Prayer Shawl 
Meeting 

18 

 
6pm International 
Student Dinner 

19 
 

20 
9am Christian 
Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

21 

 

22 23 

 

 
7:30 pm Choir 

24 

 
7pm Executive 
Board Meeting 

25 

 
 

26 
 

27 9am                         

Christian           
Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

28 

 

29 30 
 

 

7:30 pm Choir 

31 

 

  

January 2019 
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