
Messiah Messenger 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 2019 - JANUARY 2020 

 

I'm excited! I'm excited about Reformation Day, All Saints Day, Thanksgiving, 
Advent, and Christmas, about the beginning of a new liturgical year, about bap-
tisms and new members joining our congregation, about opportunities to wor-
ship, learn, and enjoy one another's company. God has blessed us in so many 
ways, and holidays help us to remember and thank God for his good gifts. 

 

Partly because of all the celebrating, holidays are not easy times for everyone. 
When things aren't going well, seeing everyone else happy can make us feel iso-
lated and guilty for not being as cheerful and grateful as those around us. Espe-
cially in these circumstances, it is good to remember that we not alone. Even the 
most apparently cheerful, put-together, well-adjusted people suffer and feel 
lonely, sad, and estranged. Christians are baptized into congregations, and not as 
independent believers, in part so that we'll realize that we all go through difficult 
times and can help one another through them. In congregations, we build the 
bonds of solidarity and kinship that mark us as Jesus' disciples, obeying his com-
mand in John 13:34 that we love one another. 

 

Congregations provide those of us who are grieving with occasions to celebrate 
and give thanks in the midst of our distress. We don't need to be happy in order 
to participate. What we do together does not depend on how each of us is feeling 
at the moment, but allows us to step out of ourselves and join the spirit of the 
community, in whatever state we're in individually. We don't have to pretend 
everything is fine in order to worship, give thanks, or receive God's hope, peace, 
joy, and love from our Christian community. We're here for each other. We can 
and should share our burdens with trusted sisters and brothers in Christ, so that 
together we can bear one another's burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ 
(Galatians 6:2). 

Giving Thanks in All Circumstances 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Last week, we sang two hymns of praise and thanksgiving that were written in times of extreme hard-
ship. The first was Now Thank We All Our God (LBW 533), which we sang on Sunday, October 13. Martin 
Rinkhart, a Lutheran pastor in the town of Eilenburg, near Leipzig in what is now Germany, wrote the 
hymn text in the midst of the carnage of the Thirty Years War in the early seventeenth century. Because 
Eilenburg was a walled city, people from out of town fled there for refuge, resulting in overcrowding, 
hunger, and disease. Pastor Rinkhart often conducted burial services for dozens of people a day. He 
eventually fell ill himself and lost his wife and two fellow pastors to disease. It was in these circumstances 
that Pastor Rinkhart offered God and the church his now classic hymn of thanksgiving. 

 

The second hymn was It Is Well (LBW 346), one of Anne Bolick's requests for her memorial service on 
October 19. The first stanza reads, “When peace like a river attendeth my way, when sorrows like sea 
billows roll; whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, "It is well, it is well with my soul.”  The pros-
perous Chicago lawyer Horatio Spafford wrote these words following the death of his four daughters in a 
shipping collision in the Atlantic Ocean in November 1873. Spafford didn't pretend that all was well, but 
knew that even in the midst of terrible circumstances, the peace of God that surpasses all understanding 
was guarding his heart and his mind in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:7). Knowing that, he was able to write 
without irony, “It is well, it is well with my soul.” 

 

In this season of celebration and thanksgiving, our congregation is at once a community of hope and des-
peration, of peace and turmoil, of joy and sorrow, of love and loneliness. God has cobbled us together 
from many walks of life to join in celebration and lament, in thanksgiving and consolation, in praise and 
in prayer. He has not left us alone, but has made us members of Messiah to receive his gifts and to share 
them with one another and with his hurting world. In whatever circumstances we find ourselves, we can 
join in saying and singing, “Thanks be to God!” 

 

Pastor Erhardt 
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Advent Potluck and  
Christmas Caroling: Saturday, 

Dec. 14, 5:30 pm 
Bring a side dish and your favorite cookies or 

dessert to share. 
 

Congregational Voters Meeting: 
Sunday, Dec. 8, 12:15pm 

Please attend this important meeting, 
which will include a review of and outlook 
for Messiah’s ministry, and at which mem-

bers of the congregation will vote on a 
2020 budget proposal. 

Open House at the  
Gishlicks: Saturday, Nov. 16, 

3:00pm 

Enjoy food, fellowship, and the Gishlick 
Model Railroad Empire. BYOB. Sign up on 
the sheet on the back pew by November 10.  



 

 

 

 

 

PAGE 6 NOVEMBER 2019 - JANUARY 2020 

 

 

This is the annual open enroll-
ment season for Medicare (Oct. 15 
– Dec. 7) and ACA marketplace  
individual health insurance plans  
(Nov. 1 – Dec. 15) when you can  
enroll or make changes for 
2020.  More information about  
Medicare is available 
at www.medicare.gov/blog/get-ready
-for-medicares-open-enrollment , and 
about ACA plans at healthcare.gov  

http://tinyurl.com/y6pyh2e4
http://realidnj.com/
http://www.medicare.gov/blog/get-ready-for-medicares-open-enrollment
http://www.medicare.gov/blog/get-ready-for-medicares-open-enrollment
http://healthcare.gov/
http://lcms.org/convention
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The Oct. 19 installation of the Rev. 
Alfred Thiagarajan as pastor of the 

the Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, 
Valley Stream, New York. In his 

capacity as Circuit Visitor of the New 
York Circuit of the LCMS English 

District, Pastor Erhardt installed Pas-
tor Thiagarajan on behalf of 

English District Bishop Jamison Hardy.  

The new year is good time to review your will and estate plan, and if you'd like to update them, now 
is a good time to make an appointment with your lawyer or financial advisor. Leaving a bequest in a will is one 
way to make a long-term investment in Messiah's ministry. Another way is to designate Messiah as a beneficiary 
of a bank account, life insurance policy, or brokerage account. Designating Messiah as a beneficiary of an ac-
count or policy must be done with the company with whom you hold the account. It can usually be done at no 
cost and without a lawyer, and typically avoids the probate process and fees. If you'd like to learn more about 
how you can leave a financial legacy to Messiah, contact your lawyer or financial advisor, or the LCMS English 
District's Gift Planning Counselor, Ron Grimm, at 412.584.7039.  

Tax Tip:  Qualified Charitable Distributions from an IRA 

 
Federal law allows taxpayers who are at least age 70 ½ and owners of Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs) to 

distribute money from an IRA directly to a charity of the owner's choice. This is called a qualified charitable  
distribution (QCD) and has the advantage of not counting as federally taxable income, but still counting toward 
a required minimum distribution. QCDs have been possible for many years, but in the past two years, with so 
many more people taking the standard deduction instead of itemizing, QCDs are advantageous for many more 
of us than they used to be, especially for owners of traditional (rather than Roth) IRAs. It's a way to reduce in-
come without having to deduct it (because you never receive it -- it goes directly from your IRA account to the  

charity). 
If you'd like to learn more about QCDs, talk with your IRA custodian (company) or financial advisor about how 

to proceed. You can find more information about the tax implications at: 
https://www.irahelp.com/slottreport/5-qcd-rules-you-must-know 

https://www.irahelp.com/slottreport/5-qcd-rules-you-must-know
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Time! 
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BBQ  
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A joyful occasion and a full house, celebrated 
with the extended Zak and Rossi families.  

Welcome to  Messiah, Carter! 

Parishioners from at least seven LCMS  
congregations of the English, New Jersey, and 
Eastern Districts joined to celebrate the  
Lutheran Reformation of the Church. 

Liberian Praise Choir  
from Bethany, Ewing. 
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 Photos courtesy of Messiah archives   



 

First Sunday of Advent 

December 1, 2013 

ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 2:1-5 Psalm 122 Romans 13:11-
14 

Matthew 
24:36-44 

Second Sunday of Ad-
vent 
December 8, 2013 
ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 11:1-10 Psalm 72:1-7, 
18-19 

Romans 15:4-
13 

Matthew 3:1-
12 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 15, 2013 
ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 35:1-10 Psalm 146:5-
10 
or 
Luke 1:46b-55 

James 5:7-10 Matthew 11:2
-11 

Fourth Sunday of Ad-
vent 
December 22, 2013 
ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 7:10-16 Psalm 80:1-7, 
17-19 

Romans 1:1-7 Matthew 1:18
-25 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     

 

 

1 

 

 
 

2 

 
 

3 
9am Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

4 

 

5 
 

6 
Alexander Road 
Bridge Closes 

 

7:30 pm Choir 

7 

 

 

6:30 pm LCM 
Table Talk 

8 

 

 
 

9 

 
9am Fall Work 
Day 

10 
9am Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

11 12 

 

13 

 

 
7:30 pm Choir 

14 
 

 

7pm Executive 
Board Meeting 

15 

 

 
 

16 
3pm Gishlick Open 
House 

17 
9am Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

18 

 

19 20 

 

 
7:30 pm Choir 

21 
 

 

7:30pm Book 
Group 

22 
 

23 
9am Men’s Forum 

24  
9am   Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

 

25 26 27 

 

 
7:30 pm Choir 

28 

 
Thanksgiving Day 

29 

 

 
 

30 

November 2019 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
9am Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

2 3 4 

 

 
7:30 pm Choir 

5 

 
6:30 pm LCM 
Table Talk 

6 

 

 
 

7 
 

8 9am Education  

10:30am Holy 
Communion and 
Sunday School  
Program                                                       
12:15 Voters Mtg 

9 

 

10 
 

11 

 

 
7:30 pm Choir 

12 

 
 

13 

 

 
 

14 
5:30pm Advent 
Potluck with Carols 

15  
9am Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

 

16 17 

 

18 

 

 
7:30 pm Choir 

19 20 

 

 
 

21 
9am Men’s Forum 

 

7pm Live Nativity 
at Bethany, Ewing 

22 
9am Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

23 

 
 

24 

 
8pm Christmas 
Eve Candlelight  

25 

 
10:30am              
Christmas Day  
Holy Communion  

26 
 

27 

 
 

28 

 

 
 

29 

10:30am Holy 
Communion      

30 

 

31   

 

  

December 2019 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

 

 

2 
 

 

3 4 

5 
10:30am Holy 
Communion 

5 

 

7 
 

8 

 

 
7:30 pm Choir 

9 
 

 

6:30 pm LCM 
Table Talk 

10 11 
 

12 
9am Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

13 14 

 

15 

 

 
7:30 pm Choir 

16 

 
7pm Executive 
Board Meeting 

17 

 
6pm International 
Student Dinner 

18 
 

19 
9am Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

20 

 

21 22 

 

 
7:30 pm Choir 

23 

 
7:30pm Book 
Group 

24 

 
 

25 
9am Men’s Forum 

26  
9am Education                  

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

 

27 

 

28 29 
 

 

7:30 pm Choir 

30 

 

31  

January 2019 
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407 Nassau Street at Cedar Lane 
Princeton, NJ 08540 

Phone: 609-924-3642 
lcmprinceton@gmail.com 

www.princetonlutheranchurch.org 

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH  

OF THE MESSIAH 

R ETURN  S ERVICE  
R EQUESTED  

NOVEMBER 2019 - JANUARY 2020 


