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People occasionally ask me why Messiah uses the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) 
as the source for our Sunday scripture readings. In the August 2019 issue of Forum Let-
ter, a monthly publication of the American Lutheran Publicity Bureau, Pastor Richard 
O. Johnson makes a seven point case for using the RCL. I won't repeat all seven points 
here, but here are a few important ones: 

 

1. A standard lectionary unites congregations that use it. It's something we have in 
common, and reminds us that we are part of a common mission – God's – to 
his fallen but beloved world. In feeding us the same Word that our sisters and 
brothers in other congregations are receiving on the same day, a common lec-
tionary builds unity and a shared sense of purpose and priorities among us. 

 

2. The RCL was created by a large number of scholars with interest and expertise 
in different parts of the Bible. As a result, it includes passages from a range of 
biblical sources, including difficult passages. The RCL ensures that we receive a 
rich, varied, challenging, and encouraging diet of God's Word. 

 

3. Reading and preaching from a lectionary keeps us disciplined. As with many 
things in life, we get tired of it. Persevering through the lectionary anyway is 
good practice for persevering with what is good in other areas of life, even 
when the novelty has worn off and it no longer excites us. 

 

4. The RCL helps us to pattern our lives 
according to the liturgical year. Many of 
the readings are seasonal and form our 
sense of time around the festivals of the 
church. 

Why the Lectionary? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

5. The RCL provides a variety of readings each Sunday through which God speaks to us, in addition to the 
sermon. Pastors are, or should be, acutely aware that congregations include people with a variety of 
needs, and that no one sermon can address them all. Having several readings widens the scope of the 
Word we hear on a given day, addressing a greater range of questions and needs. 

 

I can testify from personal experience to the truth of several of Pastor Johnson's points. When, before I was a pas-
tor, I lived for a summer in Gardiner, Montana, there was no Lutheran congregation  in or near town. But at local 
congregations that used a lectionary, I could at least be assured of hearing four substantial, varied passages of 
scripture in the Sunday worship service. 
 

Hearing from four different parts of scripture each week (typically, Old Testament, Psalm, New Testament Epis-
tle, and Gospel) helps us to hear the whole counsel of God in scripture, and to develop and reinforce a coherent, 
nuanced, and multi-faceted biblical theology that is at once challenging and refreshing. There is rejoicing and la-
ment, Law and Gospel, history and poetry, comfort and exhortation. The RCL keeps us from becoming lazy, 
clinging to our hobbyhorses, and pushes us into the depth and variety of God's Word, so we grow up into matur-
ity. 

 

There is no perfect way to select Sunday scripture readings. Every one has pros and cons, but some are better 
than others. The RCL is a gift to the church, and despite its drawbacks, I'm grateful for it. If there is a part of 
scripture that the RCL omits that you'd like to hear more from, please let me know. I may be able to include it in 
worship services or adult education. The lectionary is not a straitjacket, but provides structure and variety that we 
would otherwise miss. Thanks be to God for the gift of his Word! 
 

If you'd like to read Pastor Johnson's article, my copy of the August 2019 Forum Letter is in the magazine display 
case to the right of the double doors at the back of the nave. You're welcome to borrow it, and please bring it 
back the following week so others can read it too. 
 

Pastor Martin 
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The LCMS congregations of Mercer 
County are planning a joint Reformation 
Sunday service on the afternoon 
(typically 4:00pm) of Sunday,  
October 27, at Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church on Princeton Pike in Lawrence-
ville. Please plan to join us, and look for 
more details in future Sunday bulletins.   

https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=M3JzYXJkbnR0djY0bmIyaTRmaGkxZ3BnNWVfMjAxOTA5MDhUMTMwMDAwWiBwOHFjdmJxZmxqNWV0YW81YWlnZGpnMDZpOEBn&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.com&scp=ALL
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=M3BtdjRsamhydTE2cWdkdHJzMW1jdDY1MzcgcDhxY3ZicWZsajVldGFvNWFpZ2RqZzA2aThAZw&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.com
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=N3IwcjMxcTZlY24zYTVpaGE1OTg3dWN2amIgcDhxY3ZicWZsajVldGFvNWFpZ2RqZzA2aThAZw&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.com
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=N3IwcjMxcTZlY24zYTVpaGE1OTg3dWN2amIgcDhxY3ZicWZsajVldGFvNWFpZ2RqZzA2aThAZw&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.com
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=MW5rcGlqNWpvMTg1YWVuanIxcTRodGFxcHJfMjAxOTA5MjhUMTMwMDAwWiBwOHFjdmJxZmxqNWV0YW81YWlnZGpnMDZpOEBn&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.com&scp=ALL
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=NWE3YmtrcHBxNW5pOGUzMHNjaDg3aTBkOHEgcDhxY3ZicWZsajVldGFvNWFpZ2RqZzA2aThAZw&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.com
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=NjljamEyMG1iYWEycDVwbzRsdmxobGNnOWEgcDhxY3ZicWZsajVldGFvNWFpZ2RqZzA2aThAZw&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.comC:/Users/Messiah/Documents/Audacity
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=NHRxdmI5YWxmMWJnNzRkaW0yZWE4aHNhdm0gcDhxY3ZicWZsajVldGFvNWFpZ2RqZzA2aThAZw&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.comC:/Users/Messiah/Documents/Audacity
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=NzZlbm1hMWhpY3BpMGhiMTNycThtbGFtb29fMjAxOTEwMThUMjIwMDAwWiBwOHFjdmJxZmxqNWV0YW81YWlnZGpnMDZpOEBn&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.com&scp=ALL
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=MW5rcGlqNWpvMTg1YWVuanIxcTRodGFxcHJfMjAxOTEwMjZUMTMwMDAwWiBwOHFjdmJxZmxqNWV0YW81YWlnZGpnMDZpOEBn&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.com&scp=ALL
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=MWZlOXVhOGhxcGg3bHZoZDMyMGI3YjBqbzcgcDhxY3ZicWZsajVldGFvNWFpZ2RqZzA2aThAZw&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.com
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=NWE0c3E0MGM5ZWk5czk2OTBoMGtlMW1lYjMgcDhxY3ZicWZsajVldGFvNWFpZ2RqZzA2aThAZw&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.com
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=NW5hcWM4NDVlazJpMHJzNmo5MDFwdjNqdDEgcDhxY3ZicWZsajVldGFvNWFpZ2RqZzA2aThAZw&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.com
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=M2dub3VhbGI3MWNrYnVscWloc3VqazEwbWQgcDhxY3ZicWZsajVldGFvNWFpZ2RqZzA2aThAZw&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.com


 

 

 

 

 

PAGE 4 SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2019 



 

 

 

 

 

PAGE 5 SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2019 



 

 

 

 

 

PAGE 6 SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2019 



 

 

 

 

PAGE 7 SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2019 

SUNDAY CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

Christian Education classes meet Sundays at 9:00am  

TABLE TALKS   

 

Fall 2019 Lutheran Campus Ministry Monthly Dinner Discussions  
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THE 36TH ANNUAL ISI GARAGE G IVE-AWAY FOR  

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS 

mailto:gaabcshim@gmail.com
mailto:guytmt@gmail.com
mailto:jdesai45@verizon.net
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First Sunday of Advent 

December 1, 2013 

ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 2:1-5 Psalm 122 Romans 13:11-
14 

Matthew 
24:36-44 

Second Sunday of Ad-
vent 
December 8, 2013 

Isaiah 11:1-10 Psalm 72:1-7, 
18-19 

Romans 15:4-
13 

Matthew 3:1-
12 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 15, 2013 
ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 35:1-10 Psalm 146:5-
10 
or 

James 5:7-10 Matthew 11:2
-11 

Fourth Sunday of Ad-
vent 
December 22, 2013 

Isaiah 7:10-16 Psalm 80:1-7, 
17-19 

Romans 1:1-7 Matthew 1:18
-25 
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http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
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http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

  
10:30am Holy 
Communion 

2 

 
 

Labor Day 

3 4 

 

 
7:30pm Choir 

5 6 7 
8am-12pm      
International        
Student Garage          
Give-Away 

4pm Messiah BBQ 

8 
9am Christian 
Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

9 

 

10 
 

11 

 

 
7:30pm Choir 

12 

 

 

6:30pm LCM   
Table Talk 

13 14 

 

15 
9am Christian 
Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

16 17 

 

18 

 

         
7:30pm Choir 

19 
 

 

7pm Executive 
Board Meeting 

20 

 
6pm International 
Student Dinner 

21 

22Pledge Sunday 
9am Christian 
Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

23 

 

24 25 

 

 
7:30pm Choir 

26 
 

7:30pm  

Book Group 

27 
 

28 
9am Men’s Forum 

29  
9am Christian 
Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

30      

September 2019 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

 

 
7:30pm Choir 

3 
 

 

 

4 5 

6 
9am Christian 
Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

7 

 

8 
 

9 

 

 
7:30pm Choir 

10 

 
6:30 pm LCM 
Table Talk 

11 12 
 

13 
9am Christian 
Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

14 15 

 
7pm Executive 
Board Meeting 

16 

 

 
7:30pm Choir 

17 18 
 

 

6pm International 
Student Dinner 

19 
 

20 
9am Christian 
Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

21 

 

22 23 

 

 
7:30pm Choir 

24 
 

25 

 
 

26 
9am Men’s Forum 

 

27 9am  

Christian                          
Education 

10:30am Matins 

4pm Reformation 
@ Holy Trinity 

28 

 

29 30 

 

 
7:30pm Choir 

31 

 

  

October 2019 
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407 Nassau Street at Cedar Lane 
Princeton, NJ 08540 

Phone: 609-924-3642 
lcmprinceton@gmail.com 

www.princetonlutheranchurch.org 

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH  

OF THE MESSIAH 

R ETURN  S ERVICE  
R EQUESTED  
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