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I can tell when I've walked into a confused church when, on Easter Sunday, the pastor 
proclaims, “The resurrection of Jesus points us to something greater!”  “Like what?”, I 
wonder. 

These last two months, the Adult Forum has been reading The Screwtape Letters, by C.S. 
Lewis. First published in England in 1942, during the Second World War, The Screwtape 
Letters is a series of letters Lewis imagines a senior devil, Screwtape, writing to a junior 
devil, Wormwood, advising him on how to ruin a person's soul. Lewis uses this literary 
device to reveal the subtle ways in which the devil and his minions tempt, distract, and 
confuse us. 

In one letter, Screwtape writes to Wormwood, “I had not forgotten my promise to 
consider whether we should make the patient an extreme patriot or an extreme pacifist. 
… Whichever he adopts, your main task will be the same. Let him begin by treating the 
Patriotism or the Pacifism as a part of his religion. Then let him, under the influence of 
partisan spirit, come to regard it as the most important part. Then quietly and gradually 
nurse him on to the stage at which the religion becomes merely part of the ‘cause’, in 
which Christianity is valued chiefly because of the excellent arguments it can produce in 
favour of the British war-effort or of Pacifism. … Once you have made the World an 
end, and faith a means, you have almost won your man, and it makes very little  
difference what kind of worldly end he is pursuing. Provided that meetings, pamphlets,  
policies, movements, causes, and crusades, matter more to him than prayers and  
sacraments and charity, he is ours – and the more ‘religious’ (on those terms) the more 
securely ours. I could show you a pretty cageful down here.” 

These are the words of a professional tempter. It's easy for us to fall into the trap of 
treating Christian faith and faithfulness as means to a higher end, when in fact they are 
the ends that give meaning and value to all others. When we begin thinking of our faith 
as a stepping stone to higher things – patriotism, pacificism, social justice, happiness, 
hygge, economic growth, safety, climate control, biodiversity, simplicity, efficiency, 
literacy, or longevity – we've fallen into that trap. Screwtape would be delighted. None 
of those things is bad per se. Many of them are highly desirable, difficult to attain, and 
worthy of our effort. But they are goods subordinate to our living in humble, joyful 
obedience and gratitude to God.                                                    (continued on  next page) 
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https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=NmZvYWZxZmxvcHFob2pqZ2VpbWcxMWNkc3YgcDhxY3ZicWZsajVldGFvNWFpZ2RqZzA2aThAZw&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.com
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=NHU4Y29hMGNtdDZuNjJidHRuMXNjdXRzdW4gcDhxY3ZicWZsajVldGFvNWFpZ2RqZzA2aThAZw&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.com
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Julia Majsztrik’s 
first birthday! 
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Welcome Ben, Cristel, 
Barnabas, Drew, Nancy, 

Charles, Vanessa, and Tom! 



First Sunday of Advent 

December 1, 2013 

ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 2:1-5 Psalm 122 Romans 13:11-
14 

Matthew 
24:36-44 

Second Sunday of Ad-
vent 
December 8, 2013 
ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 11:1-10 Psalm 72:1-7, 
18-19 

Romans 15:4-
13 

Matthew 3:1-
12 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 15, 2013 
ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 35:1-10 Psalm 146:5-
10 
or 
Luke 1:46b-55 

James 5:7-10 Matthew 11:2
-11 

Fourth Sunday of Ad-
vent 
December 22, 2013 
ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 7:10-16 Psalm 80:1-7, 
17-19 

Romans 1:1-7 Matthew 1:18
-25 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 6pm Soup       

& Salad                   
7pm Evening 
Prayer 

7:45pm Choir  

5 
 

 

6:30pm LCM 
Table Talk 

6 

 

 
 

7 

8 
9am Christian  
Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

9 

 

10 
 

11  6pm Soup 

& Salad                   
7pm Evening 
Prayer 

7:45pm Choir  

12 

 
7:00pm Executive 
Board Meeting 

13 
 

 

 

14 
 

15 
9am Christian  
Education 

10:30am Holy  

Communion 

16 17 

 

186pm Soup & 

Salad                   
7pm Evening 
Prayer 

7:45pm Choir  

19 
 

  

7:30pm Book 
Group 

20                       

 

 

21 

22  
9am Christian  
Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

23 

 

24 256pm Soup & 

Salad                   
7pm Evening 
Prayer 

7:45pm Choir  

26 

 
 

27 

 
6pm  International 
Student Dinner 

28 
9am Men’s Forum 

29 
9am Christian  
Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

30 31     

March 2020 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  6pm Soup          

& Salad                   
7pm Evening 
Prayer 

7:45pm Choir  

2 
 

 

6:30pm LCM 
Table Talk 

3 

 

 
 

4 

5 
Palm Sunday  
9am Christian Ed 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

6 

 

7 
 

8  

 

 
7:30pm Choir  

9 
Maundy Thursday  

8pm Holy       
Communion 

10 
Good Friday  

8pm Tenebrae 

 

11 
 

12 
Easter Sunday 

9:15am Easter 
Egg Hunt 

10:00 am Holy  

Communion 

13 14 

 

15 

 

 
7:30pm Choir  

16 
 

  

 

17                       

 

6pm  International 
Student Dinner 

 

18 

19 
9am Christian  
Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

20 

 

21 22 

 

 
7:30pm Choir  

23 

 
7:30pm Book 
Group 

24 

 

 
 

25 
9am Men’s Forum 

26 
9am Christian  
Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

27 28 29 

 

 
7:30pm Choir  

30 

 
6:30pm LCM 
Table Talk 

  

April 2019 
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407 Nassau Street at Cedar Lane 
Princeton, NJ 08540 

Phone: 609-924-3642 
lcmprinceton@gmail.com 

www.princetonlutheranchurch.org 

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH  

OF THE MESSIAH 

R ETURN  S ERVICE  
R EQUESTED  
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