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Messiah Messenger
Easter in an Epidemic
It's not fun. I keep reminding myself that Easter is actually the bigger news, but sometimes it's hard to believe. So I will re-title this letter:

An Epidemic at Easter
Maybe that will help us remember that Jesus risen from the dead, and not a novel coronavirus, is what defines the epoch in which we live. In the Gospel Lesson for the Second
Sunday of Easter, John 20:19-31, Jesus comes to his disciples behind closed doors, which
is where we’re spending more of our time than we’d like these days. This passage is one
of my favorites for a couple of reasons. The first reason is that it tells us that Jesus' resurrection body still bore the marks of his crucifixion, which I talked about in the April 19
sermon. Another reason I like the passage is that it's about Thomas, who, like most of my
favorite people in the Bible, has a glaring character flaw. In Thomas's case, it's a determined skepticism, a disposition to disbelieve. When his fellow disciples tell him, “We
have seen the Lord,” Thomas says, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and
place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never
believe.”
Nice. It's a good thing the disciples weren’t telling him anything important. I'm kidding,
of course. Thomas steadfastly refuses to believe this epoch-making news. It's too farfetched, and talk is cheap, right? I appreciate the inclusion of Thomas in the Gospel of
John because I can relate to Thomas – to his skepticism, and to his inner empiricist. I can relate to his privileging tactile, in-person evidence over verbal, second
-hand evidence. If watching a livestreamed worship service seems to you a poor
substitute for being there in person, then I bet you can relate to Thomas too.
Wanting to touch Jesus, to experience him in the flesh, is no character flaw – in
Thomas or in us. It's the refusing to accept the witness of others, and other kinds
of evidence, that clouds Thomas’s judgment and ours.
In 1 Corinthians 13:7, the apostle Paul says, “Love bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things.” “No wonder I'm so bad at it,” I think to myself.
“Must loving mean being gullible?” If I had to choose, I'd rather be callous than gullible.
“Be ye therefore wise as serpents,” didn't someone say in Matthew 10:16? Life is difficult,
and a life of Christian discipleship can be especially so. God expects so much from us –
belief and wisdom, blamelessness and courage, talk and touch.
(continued on p.2)
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Which is good practice for this epidemic that requires a lot of us – we want to gather for worship,
to touch one another, to receive Jesus bodily, tactilely in Holy Communion. At the same time, we
want to care for ourselves and for each other by minimizing the risk of virus transmission. We
want to be free, and also respectful of our neighbors and government. We want to trust and also to
verify. Difficult. These desires hold us in tension, pulled between laudable goals, and it's not comfortable.
But God did not put us into the world for pleasure only, and he walks with us through discomfort
and dilemmas. With our sin and guilt, God takes our worry and anxiety on himself, and our inability to get it all right. Jesus bore them on the cross for us, and when he was raised from dead, he
left them in the tomb. In Holy Baptism, we are baptized into Jesus' death and resurrection, and are
freed from having to get everything right or always to be having fun. We can thank God for his gift
of life even when it isn't comfortable or safe, knowing that he is with us and that we are his.
Thanks be to God, even in this epidemic, for Thomas, for touch, and especially for Jesus, crucified
and risen from the dead.
Pastor Erhardt
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- Sunday School is temporarily suspended. Adult
Forum is meeting online via Zoom.
- The monthly community book group is on hiatus
and will resume meeting once libraries start to
re-open.
- Worship time changes to 9:30am beginning
June 7th.
- Keep an eye on Messiah’s online calendar.

Dear Messiah,
We are leaving for Spring, TX, 25 miles north of Houston,
on May 10. We have purchased a house and we sold ours.
Our daughter Katie and her husband Jordan will be around
the corner, from where they can walk to work. The only
place so far for my afternoon coffee break within walking
distance is a Marriott Hotel, which will work fine until
someone sitting in the lobby for one hour every day drinking
coffee becomes problematic. Perhaps I can open my own
coffee shop on our porch.
I hate goodbyes. Believing there would be a formal one, I
thought about what I might say and imagined the following:
“After many, many years of experiencing and dealing with the
world, I would like to pass on what I have learned.” Long
pause. “If our sins are forgiven, as Pastor assures us, then we
will see you again in this life or the next, then goodbye is
really until next Sunday or the next time.”
Our worship services are posted on YouTube weekly.

My feelings are the sum total of my association with the
congregation for 50 years.
In Christ,
Werner and Karen Hartl

Pastor’s note: Can you tell which of them wrote this?
We will be so sorry to see you go, Werner and Karen,
especially now, when we can’t say goodbye as we’d
like
to. What a blessing you are to us at Messiah. Go with God’s
blessing and our warmest wishes.
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Oh for the halcyon days when we
could get within six feet of each other!
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May 2020
Sun

3

Mon

4

Tue

5

Wed

6

Thu

7

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

10:30am
Holy Communion
7pm Executive
Board

4:30pm
Adult Forum

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

20

21

22

23

29

30

10:30am
Holy Communion
4:30pm
Adult Forum

17

18

19

10:30am
Holy Communion

Ascension Day
4:30pm
Adult Forum

24

25

10:30am
Memorial Day
Holy Communion

31 Pentecost
10:30am Holy
Communion

26

27

28

9am Men’s Forum
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June 2020
Sun
June - August:

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7Trinity Sunday 8

9

10

11

12

13

15

16

17

18

19

20

22

23

24

25

26

27

Worship
begins at
9:30am.

9:30 (not 10:30)
Holy Communion

14
9:30am
Holy Communion

21
9:30am
Holy Communion

28
9:30am
Holy Communion

9am Men’s Forum

29

30
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