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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Be still and know that | am God.

Reformation, Halloween, All Saints, time change, generleju1

tion, Thanksgiving, travel, social events and family reuni
liturgical year, Advent, Christmas, new calendar year, Epi
This is always a busy season, and with Covid added to tl
frustrating many of our plans, it can seem overwhelming.
we have to think about, let's take time to remember and |
God's word in Psalm 46:10
One possible silver lining of Covid is that, having cut bac
travel and social plans, it may provide us with more time
still and thank God that he is our God and we are his pec

Through change and uncertainty, God remains with us. K
that we, clothed in his own righteousness, are in his gooc
pable hands gives us peace. His love for us is steadfast,
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plans for us are good. We have a lot on our plates at the fnome

but not t o o LorDoflhostk ie with Gpthek .
God of Jacob is our fortr

Pastor Erhardt
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The symbol in the upper left corner expresses by means of candle and messianic rose the worship of the Messiah and the
Truth of Christ. The cross signifies His central deed and the five crosses in the rose the sacred wounds.
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CELEBRATING ADVENT TOGETHER: MESSIAH’S JESSE TREE

Because we ay not be all gathering together as we are accustomed to during the Advent and Chrigtmas s
invite you to join us in decorating Jesse Trees at home while we decorate the tree at Messiah. We jhope tt
shared experience will bring us together in celebration , even if we are not all together physically.

Jesse Trees have their roots in Medieval paifjnti
father, sl eeping with a tree growing out of |Jhi s
on a prophecy in the Book of Isaiah describing a new branch growing from the stump of Jesse, takpn to re
Jesus Christ.

1A shoot shall come out of the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.

2The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,

the spirit of wisdom and understanding,

the spirit of counsel and might,

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.

3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,

or decide by what ears hear;

4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and with equity for the meek of the earth;

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 47
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wickeds_.
5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

-Isaiah 11-3 (NRSV)

This idea has been adapted more recently to tell the story of the Bible from Creation to the Nativityjas part
observance of Advent. For 25 days, beginning on December 1, an ornament representing a Bible I;Itory le
to the advent of Jesus Christ is hung on a special Jesse Tree, on a regular Christmas tree, or everjon a d
poster of a tree. The corresponding Bible passage is read, along with a devotion that day.

December 1, Pastor Erhardt will present a daily devotion which you can access online as you placg an orr
on your tree each day. At t he s aimedaytwithfaege Me gsi a
versions of the same ornaments you receive. The tree decoration will culminate on Christmas Day|pith the
ornament, showing the birth of Christ.

In November, Messiah will send each member household a set of 25 Jesse Tree Ornaments. Starﬂng on

We hope this will be a meaningful way to celebrate this miraculous season together.
-Miranda

Visit our website to listen to audio recordings of Sunday Sermons.
http://www.princetonlutheranchurch.org/services.html
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday, November 1 Thursday, December 24, 8pm lla
All Saints Day Candlelight Service +

Sunday, November 1, 11:15am Friday, December 25, 10:30am " Calendar
Architecture Tour Holy Communion +

Saturday, November 7, 10am Saturday, January 30, 9 am [ Calendar |
Men’s Forum +

Outdoor Worship

Thursday, November 12, 7:30pm
Community Book Group

Tuesday, November 17, 7 pm
Executive Board Meeting

Saturday, November 21, 9 am
Men’s Forum

Sunday, November 29
First Sunday of Advent

Thursday, December 3, 7:30 pm
Community Book Group

Saturday, December 19, 9 am
Men’s Forum

Adult Forum meets online at 4:30pm on Tuesdays.

Current series (Nov. 3 — Dec. 8):
Living as Mortals: Things We Wonder about
Death and Dying

We'll use the September 2020 issue of The Lutheran
Witness to guide our discussion. Paper copies will be
available on the back pew on Nov. 1. You can use the
online edition at:
https://cloud.3dissue.com/1757/2638/5633/2020-
September/index.html

December 15: Single Session
The Hymns of Martin Franzmann

Please join us! To participate, contact Pastor for a
more detailed schedule and online
connection information.

Community Book Group

Thursday, Nov. 12: A Thousand Mile Walk to the Gulf, by John Muir

Thursday, Dec. 3: Conversations with Flannery O’Connor, edited by Rosemary Magee

Discussions begin at 7:30pm via Zoom until we can resume meeting in person. Please obtain and read the

book before each discussion, and email Pastor Erhardt for a Zoom invitation. Invite friends! This is a way for

Messiah to serve our bookish community and for us to introduce people to Messiah who might not participate

otherwise.



https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=NzRldjhnaG12aTh1NnFpaTVhMDdmdm8ydjMgcDhxY3ZicWZsajVldGFvNWFpZ2RqZzA2aThAZw&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.com
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=NnUyNWxiNDY5M2lwdXB2Mjhkbm9qdTNpM20gcDhxY3ZicWZsajVldGFvNWFpZ2RqZzA2aThAZw&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.com
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=MWs5NWdnNGc4MjgyNjFsdm9vcWtmcDg1bmwgcDhxY3ZicWZsajVldGFvNWFpZ2RqZzA2aThAZw&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.com
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=M3Nmc2hkY3IzZGc2N29hM2FnZmcxbnRpOXUgcDhxY3ZicWZsajVldGFvNWFpZ2RqZzA2aThAZw&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.com
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=M2VvczYwOWRrM2UzajJ2azdnYm4yNXAxa3YgcDhxY3ZicWZsajVldGFvNWFpZ2RqZzA2aThAZw&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.com
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=NjBxcDJvcnFoNWYycGFnb3ZxYjFsYzJkamUgcDhxY3ZicWZsajVldGFvNWFpZ2RqZzA2aThAZw&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.com
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=MW5rcGlqNWpvMTg1YWVuanIxcTRodGFxcHJfMjAxOTExMjNUMTQwMDAwWiBwOHFjdmJxZmxqNWV0YW81YWlnZGpnMDZpOEBn&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.com&scp=ALL
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=MGVnam5jcmQ2cWF0cnM4aW45MGYwamM1dGggcDhxY3ZicWZsajVldGFvNWFpZ2RqZzA2aThAZw&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.com
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=M2R1bWQ5amdtYXFvczE4dG03cmZyMGlhOHQgcDhxY3ZicWZsajVldGFvNWFpZ2RqZzA2aThAZw&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.com
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=MW5rcGlqNWpvMTg1YWVuanIxcTRodGFxcHJfMjAyMDAxMjVUMTQwMDAwWiBwOHFjdmJxZmxqNWV0YW81YWlnZGpnMDZpOEBn&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.com&scp=ALL
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=NzZlbm1hMWhpY3BpMGhiMTNycThtbGFtb29fMjAyMDAxMTdUMjMwMDAwWiBwOHFjdmJxZmxqNWV0YW81YWlnZGpnMDZpOEBn&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.com&scp=ALL
https://cloud.3dissue.com/1757/2638/5633/2020-September/index.html
https://cloud.3dissue.com/1757/2638/5633/2020-September/index.html
https://calendar.google.com/event?action=TEMPLATE&tmeid=MW5rcGlqNWpvMTg1YWVuanIxcTRodGFxcHJfMjAyMDAxMjVUMTQwMDAwWiBwOHFjdmJxZmxqNWV0YW81YWlnZGpnMDZpOEBn&tmsrc=p8qcvbqflj5etao5aigdjg06i8%40group.calendar.google.com&scp=ALL
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
?\\N I S An update to the
m ) Messiah pictorial directory
> will be printed in
~< November.
Please check, update, and initial ygur
/v directory information on the draft othe
ﬁ] al clipboard in the back of the nave ipy
Sunday, Nov. 15.
Sunday, Nov. 1 is All Saints Day

2021 Liturgical Calendardn November, Messiah will place its ann
orderforcolec o0 ded I i turgical wall C

like one, please email the chucleo wi t h t he numb

Pastor Erhardt $5.00 per calendar (cash or check) by Sunday, Noy.

Checks should be payable to the Lutheran Church of the Messia

al

. Advent CalendarsSeveral designs and sizes are available, good
: greeting cards, and for use at home. Please use the order form:
: pew and give cash or check payment to Miranda Hempel by Sm
: vember 8. Checks should be payable to the Lutheran Church o{
1 f you candt be at church t o:

: information in the directory and mail your payment to the church
Calendars may be picked up at church on Sunday, Nov. 22.

for g
rnth<
day,
the N\

offic
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Since 2019, the State of New
Jersey has penalized residents

The New Jersey Dept. of Motor
Vehicles has begun to issue

without health insurance. If you don't driver's licenses that meet
have health insurance but are federal REAL ID standards. If
exempt from the State's mandate, claim you'd like to be able to use your
your exemption at ~ NJ license as ID at airport

https://ni.qov/treasury/ security on or after Oct. 1, 2021,
) T H learn more at realidnj.com .
njhealthinsurancemandate/

index.shtnilefore

completing your 2020 NJ tax return. ‘ l

e |
I protect Messiah from the flu I 9
Get your seasonal flu shot now, available at most I " ME 3 &
pharmacies. In addition to protecting you, vaccines protect I -y & > ﬁ(}-{
vulnerable people around you for whom infection could | o ﬁy\ﬁsf\}{ > &
| cause serious illness. The cost of the shot is covered by | Gﬁéﬁ e
I most health insurance plans. If you’re paying out of | 55%“ «Fi 7&
I pocket, the standard version of the shot is available at I N } ":{‘ ;&
| Costco for $20, and their pharmacy is open to non- I " R
| members. I
' |

This is the annual open enrollment seasdar Medicare (Oct. dbec.
7) and ACA marketplace individual health insurance plé3eNbds) 1
when you can enroll or make changes fdl@@2ihformation about
Medicare is availableval.medicare.gov/blog/medieaperenrolimenget
-ready and about ACA plarisatthcare.gov



https://nj.gov/treasury/njhealthinsurancemandate/index.shtml
https://nj.gov/treasury/njhealthinsurancemandate/index.shtml
https://nj.gov/treasury/njhealthinsurancemandate/index.shtml
http://realidnj.com/
http://www.medicare.gov/blog/get-ready-for-medicares-open-enrollment
http://www.medicare.gov/blog/get-ready-for-medicares-open-enrollment
http://healthcare.gov/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

The new year is good time to review your will and estate plaand if you'd like to update them, no

account or policy must be done with the company with whom you hold the account. It can usuall

412.584.7039.

§Tax Tip: Qualified Charitable Distributions from an IRA

Federal law allows taxpayers who are at least age 70 ¥ and owners of Individual Retlrement Ac
 distribute money from an IRA directly to a charity of the owner's choice. This is called a qualified

:a required minimum distribution. QCDs have been possible for many years, but in the past thjree
:many more people taking the standard deduction instead of itemizing, QCDs are advantagequs

t distribution (QCD) and has the advantage of not counting as federally taxable income, but st cInting 1

is a good time to make an appointment with your lawyer or financial advisor. Leaving a bequest i
way to make a leegm investment in Messiah's ministry. Another way is to designate Messiah fas g benefi
of a bank account, life insurance policy, or brokerage account. Designating Messiah as a berjefigjary of :

a will

be dor

cost and without a lawyer, and typically avoids the probate process and fees. If you'd like to learrf more :
how you can leave a financial legacy to Messiah, take a Generosity Plans brochure from the pack pew, :
contact your lawyer, financial advisor, or the LCMS English District's Gift Planning Counselor, Rgn Grim

Jounts (
Charital

ears,
r man

{ of us than they used to be, especially for owners of traditional (rather than Roth) IRAs. It's a \’zvay fo redu

:income without having to deduct it (because you neveriegege directly from your IRA account to
:the charity).

:If you'd like to learn more about QCDs, talk with your IRA custodian (company) or financial adws br abou

éto proceed. You can find more information about the tax implications at:
: https://www.irahelp.com/slottreportfcdrulesyoumustknow

......................................................................................................................................................................................................

Nominations Sought for English District Convention Delegate
The triennial convention of our English District of the Luthe@M{Skhauch

Synod will be held Junr&9, 2021, in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Messiah may serjd one

pastoral delegate and one lay delegate to the convention. Accommodatio

1 and

meals will be provided at no cost to delegates, and airfare to and from thej conv
will be covered. To nominate yourself or another member of the congregalion fc

lay delegate position, please submit the name(s) in writige(etoddbistor
Erhardt by Wednesday, Nov. 18. |If
yourself, be sure to obtain their approval before submitting their name(s).



https://www.irahelp.com/slottreport/5-qcd-rules-you-must-know
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OUTDOOR WORSHIP, PICNIC, AND SCAVENGER HUNT: SEPT. 12, 2020
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