
The symbol expresses by means of candle and messianic rose the worship of the Messiah and Truth of Christ.  The cross signifies His central deed and the 
five crosses in the rose the sacred wounds. 
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 If last week's cold snap put you in hibernation mode and made 

the eventual coming of spring seem like wishful thinking, jump in to our 

burgeoning congregational life at Messiah! Despite the frost, there's lots 

going on here that may be just the 

tonic you require. Especially on gray 

winter days, I like to think of our life 

together as a green blade of grass ris-

ing to herald the promise of spring in 

a world frozen in despondency, apa-

thy, and alienation. As we hear in the 

New Testament epistles to the Corin-

thians and the Ephesians, God is at 

work through us, the body of Christ, 

breaking down walls of hostility and 

reconciling the world to himself. God 

is even now using us with our diverse 

gifts to thaw out, revive, and heal re-

lationships that seemed locked in per-

mafrost. No one is superfluous -- we 

each have a part to play.  

 It's easy to lose that perspective on our congregational life. We 

often forget or discount the ways in which God is at work among us, so 

here are some highlights since the Nov/Dec Messenger was published, 

with glimpses of future opportunities to get involved. 

 A. We've recovered from Hurricane Sandy. Through donations 
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of time, talent, treasure, and tree-

trimming equipment, and in partnership 

with the Eastern District of the LCMS 

and the Central NJ chapter of Thrivent, 

we helped Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church in Point Pleasant and their 

neighbors recover from the storm.  

 B. Through the generous contri-

butions of many parishioners at the Nov. 

10 and Dec. 1 work days, through Advent 

and Christmas decorating, and with a 

lovely Christmas gift of landscaping from 

members of the congregation in partner-

ship with Baumley Nurseries, we've 

made our property more welcoming and our congregation more hospitable to members, 

tenants, and visitors, and especially to parents and children who use the nursery.  

 C. We are growing! The Welcome to Messiah class on Sunday mornings has been 

well attended, and we will be welcoming several new members during our Transfiguration 

Sunday worship service on February 10. Please plan to be there to welcome our sisters 

and brothers in Christ and to honor the commitment they will be making to Messiah by 

joining us as rostered members.   

 D. We look forward to hosting the Lutherans in Diaspora conference of Lutheran 

seminarians on February 8. More information about the conference can be found in this 

newsletter. 

 E. Lent will soon be here, and with it Wednesday evening services at 7:00pm pre-

ceded by soup & salad suppers at 6:00pm (no supper on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 13). Dur-

ing this time of self-examination, repentance, and solidarity with those suffer  -- especially 

with fellow members of the body of Christ who are persecuted for their faith -- let us, in 

the words of Hebrews 10:24-25, "é consider how to stir up one another to love and good 

works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one an-

other, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near." Please join us for suppers and 

services, and while you're there, consider trying out your voice in the choir -- rehearsal 

starts at 8:00pm right after the service.  

 As Lent approaches, consider a penitential practice to adopt during Lent and/or 

beyond. In the Welcome to Messiah class I mentioned above (item C), we are asking our-

selves, "What do Christians do?  What should be our way of life, our common habits?"  
continued on page 12 

 

Visit our website to listen to audio recordings of Pastorôs Sunday Sermons. 

http://www.princetonlutheranchurch.org/services.html  
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Christian Education 

9:00am Sunday Mornings 

 

Worship Service 

10:30am Sunday Mornings 

 

Choir Practice  

8:00pm Wednesday Evenings 

 

Ash Wednesday (February 13)  

No Soup and Salad Supper 

7:00pm   Holy Communion with Impo-

sition of Ashes 

 

Subsequent Wednesdays in Lent (February 20 ï 

March 20) 

6:00pm   Soup and Salad Supper 

7:00-7:45pm   Evening Prayer (LBW p. 142) 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED for next (2013-2014) school year. Sunday 

School is an important part of God's mission in this congregation, so we're starting to look 

for teachers early. Our current Sunday School teachers, Debbie Baer and Belkys Wacker-

man, have served long and faithfully and will be concluding their service at the end of this 

academic year. If you are willing to help with Sunday School next year or would try it out 

alongside the current teachers, please speak with Debbie, Belkys, or Pastor Martin about 

what it would involve.  

WELCOME TO MESSIAH!  

We are growing! The Welcome to Messiah class on Sunday mornings has been well  

attended, and we will be welcoming several new members during our Transfiguration  

Sunday worship service on February 10. Please plan to be there to welcome our sisters and 

brothers in Christ and to honor the commitment they will be making to Messiah by joining us 

as rostered members.   

SOUP AND SALAD HOSTS  NEEDED  

There will be six Soup and Salad Dinners Wednesday Evenings at 6pm during Lent.   

Recipes are provided, and all costs will be reimbursed.  Please contact Eva if you are willing 

to volunteer for any of the March dates. 

February 20 , Vegetable soup and salad, hosted by Carolyn Gishlick 

February 27 , Lentil soup and salad hosted by Esther Fischer 

March 6, Chicken soup and salad hosted by Eva Groves 

March  13, Potato soup and salad  

March 20, Beef Barley soup and salad  hosted by Renate Giller 
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Friday, February 8 -- Lutherans in Diaspora conference and dinner at Messiah. 

This annual Lutherans in Diaspora conference comes to Princeton every four years.  

The conference is geared toward Lutheran seminarians studying at non-Lutheran 

seminaries, but registration is open to all.  This year's conference topic is Hearing the 

Cries: Faith and Criminal Justice, a study released by the ELCA in 2011. Registration 

and schedule information are available at http://www.certain.com/system/profile/form/index.cfm?

PKformID=0x1413563233a 

 

35th Annual  

Lutherans in Diaspora Conference  

Hearing the Cries: Faith and Criminal Justice  

February 8-9, 2013 

Lutheran Church of the Messiah & 

Princeton Theological Seminary 
 

Friday, February 8 events (at Messiah) 

4:00-5:30 PM Gathering and Registration  

6:00 PM Dinner 

6:45 PM Keynote speaker 

8:30 PM Worship 

NOTICE:  

 

DIASPORA DINNER HAS BEEN  

RESCHEDULED DUE TO BAD WEATHER.  

 

Our new date for this conference is  

April 12 -13 . 
 

The Friday events including the dinner will be at 

Messiah on April 12, at the same times as the 

original schedule (above).   

 

If you are a volunteer, please notify the church 

office if this new date does not work with your 

schedule, so we can make alternate arrange-

ments. 

 

Beautiful Christmas Tree given by the Sabatura Family  


