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September has arrived, the weather is cooling off, school is starting, and activities at 
Messiah are picking up! Messiah's Mantles (prayer shawl group), Men's Forum, Sun-
day School, Adult Forum, ISI (international student ministry supported by Messiah), 
and Lutheran Campus Ministry will all resume or continue meeting this month. This 
year, Lutheran Campus Ministry will host monthly dinner discussions rather than 
offer weekly Taize-style Evening Prayer services. I look forward to the discussions, 
the fall schedule for which you can find in the Sunday bulletin and in later pages of 
this newsletter. 

 

As of August 26, we have a new office assistant, Valerie Johnson, who has intro-
duced herself to you by email. One of Valerie's first projects was to publish this 
newsletter. Welcome, Valerie! 

 

In other news, Messiah is still without a tenant in the parish building. Our realtor 
continues to show the property, and we look forward to welcoming a new tenant 
eventually. Zoning code restricts the kind of tenant we can have to a non-profit edu-
cational or philanthropic organization. If you know of potential tenants, please tell 
Miranda Hempel. In the meantime, we have a window of opportunity to upgrade 
some of the electrical fixtures in the building, taking advantage of an energy conser-
vation incentive from PSE&G. This will involve replacing the parish building HVAC 
unit and lighting throughout the building with more efficient models. We'll keep the 
congregation posted about the progress of this project. 

 

 

 

 

 

We're Back! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Meanwhile, our core ministries of worship, education, and fellowship continue. October 31, 2017, 
will be the 500th  anniversary of the publication of Martin Luther's 95 Theses. In the year leading up to 
the anniversary, there will be several commemorative events in Princeton sponsored by Princeton 
Theological Seminary and the New Jersey District of the LCMS. See pp. 10-11 for more details. Be-
cause one of these events will be scheduled on Oct. 30 (Reformation Sunday), we will have our joint 
Reformation Sunday Festival Service of Holy Communion the following Sunday, Nov. 6, at 4:00pm, at 
Bethany Lutheran Church, 1125 Parkside Ave, in Ewing. A potluck will follow the service. 

 

I look forward to joining you for these activities as we live as ambassadors for Christ in God's mission 
to His world (2 Corinthians 5:16-21). 

 

Grateful for your partnership in the gospel, 

 

Pastor Erhardt 
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 Adult Forum meets Sundays at 

9:00am 

 

Fall 2016 Lutheran Campus Ministry Monthly Dinner Discussions  
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www.facebook.com/MessiahChurchPrinceton

 By Debbie Baer
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   Photo courtesy of Messiah archives   

   Parish building and fellowship hall available for weekday rental 
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IT'S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN - THE RETURN OF SUNDAY SCHOOL!  

Students and teachers alike are excited at the prospect of the start of Sunday School at 9am on Sunday, Sep-

tember 11. 

 

As Roger Tabris said on one recent Sunday, “I can’t wait for summer to be 

over so that Sunday School will begin again.”  Not exactly the sentiment 

one might expect to hear from a child about school beginning, but then we 

try for the unexpected at Messiah’s Sunday School. 

 

We’ve had zombies, bubbling “lava,” and water becoming wine (well, 

wine-colored, at any rate), among other off-beat approaches to teaching 

children and ourselves about the Scriptures.  This year we are going to 

begin with superheroes and heroines—-not the heroes and heroines of the 

comic book and movie world, but the real heroes and heroines of the Bible 

who want to live according to God’s word.  We will explore what goes 

into being a Christian hero or heroine.  Hint:  it’s not X-ray vision or su-

perhuman strength.  

 

Then it’s on to adventure on the high seas, with a look at some of the ex-

citing voyages in Scripture, including the story of the apostle Paul’s ship-

wreck. 

 

This year, we have two new teachers:  Rachel Tabris, mother of Roger and 

Beatrice, and Skye Jerpbak, who graduated from Princeton University this 

past June.  Miranda Hempel remains from the old guard  to complete the triumvirate. 

 

We also have one and a half new students!  Beatrice Tabris is joining us (her mother says that Bea has been 

very eager to come to Sunday School), and (making up the half student) Elizabeth Majsztrik will stop by 

from time to time to join in the festivities and learning. 

 

If you know any families with children who might enjoy coming to Sunday School, please encourage them to 

drop by.  Children can come once, twice, or whenever, depending on their parents’ wishes. 

 

If you have any ideas for lessons, or want some information, please contact Miranda Hempel 

at mirandahempel@gmail.com, or 609-844-1140. 

Roger Tabris flying high as he 
makes an epic jump while play-

ing Bible Name Hopscotch.  

We will be taking a look at 

the apostle Paul’s intrepid 

maritime adventures, along 

with other sensational sea 

cruises in the Bible.   

mailto:mirandahempel@gmail.com
tel:609-844-1140
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The weather and fireworks were even better 
than the game!  



October 3-6, 2016 

The 2016-2017 Levi P. Stone Lectures at Princeton Theological Seminary: 

“Martin Luther, the 95 Theses and Church Unity after 500 Years” 

 
Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Thӧnissen  
Professor of Ecumenical Theology at the Theological Faculty of Paderborn and     
Executive Director of the Johann-Adam-Möhler Institute for Ecumenics 

 

 

Dr. Timothy J. Wengert 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania Professor Emeritus, Church History, The Lutheran 
Theological Seminary at Philadelphia 
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Lecture I: Indulgences and the Development of a Medieval Practice 
Prof. Thӧnissen, Monday, October 3, 7:00 p.m. 

 
Lecture II: Martin Luther’s Disputation Clarifying the Power of Indulgences (the 95 Theses) As an Ecu-
menical Document? 
Prof. Wengert, Tuesday, October 4, 3:00 p.m. 

 
Lecture III: Martin Luther’s Letters to Pope Leo X (1518, 1520) As Experiments in Ecumenical Conversa-
tion, Prof. Wengert Tuesday, October 4, 7:00 p.m. 

 
Lecture IV: Reflecting on From Conflict to Communion and the Healing of Memories 
Prof. Thӧnissen, Wednesday, October 5, 7:00 p.m. 

 
Lecture V: Commemorating the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation Together  
Profs. Thӧnissen and Wengert, Thursday, October 6, 7:00 p.m. 
 
Location:  
Lectures I-IV: Daniel J. Theron Assembly Room, Princeton Theological Seminary Library,  
   25 Library Place, Princeton NJ 08540 
Lecture V will be held in Miller Chapel at Princeton Seminary, 64 Mercer St, Princeton 
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Saturday, Oct. 22  9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  

"The Reformation: A Time of Revolutionary Changes?"   

A seminar in McCosh 50 at Princeton University with Dr. Christopher Bellitto (Kean Univ) on "Luther 
and Church Reform: A Catholic Perspective"  Dr. Christopher Boyd Brown (Boston Univ) on "Sex, Mar-
riage, and the Family", and Rev. Dr. David Lose (President Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadel-
phia) on "Why Luther Still Matters!" 

The seminar is free and registration is requested to help with our planning. Register as an individual or 
group TODAY to receive updated information over the coming months: 500anniversarysemi-
nar.brownpapertickets.com  

More information about related events is available at www.reverendluther.org/content/spiritual 

———————————————————————————————————- 

Sunday, Oct. 30  3:45-5:15 p.m.  

"The Reformation: Festival Celebration with 

Hymns" at the Princeton University Chapel.  

The Princeton Theological Seminary Choir, NJ Lutheran Re-
gional Choir, Hand Bell Choir, singing the hymns Luther 
wrote, and using selections from Luther's Deutsche Mass 
will make this a memorable kickoff to an historic anniversary 
year in 2017. 

 

——————————————————————— 

Sunday, Nov. 6  4:00 p.m. 

Joint Reformation Service 

Joint Reformation Festival Service of Holy Communion, Sunday, Nov. 6, at 4:00pm  
Bethany Lutheran Church, 1125 Parkside Ave, in Ewing. A potluck will follow the service. 

http://500anniversaryseminar.brownpapertickets.com
http://500anniversaryseminar.brownpapertickets.com
http://www.reverendluther.org/content/spiritual


 

 

 

 

 

First Sunday of Advent 

December 1, 2013 

ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 2:1-5 Psalm 122 Romans 13:11-
14 

Matthew 
24:36-44 

Second Sunday of Ad-
vent 
December 8, 2013 
ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 11:1-10 Psalm 72:1-7, 
18-19 

Romans 15:4-
13 

Matthew 3:1-
12 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 15, 2013 
ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 35:1-10 Psalm 146:5-
10 
or 
Luke 1:46b-55 

James 5:7-10 Matthew 11:2
-11 

Fourth Sunday of Ad-
vent 
December 22, 2013 
ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 7:10-16 Psalm 80:1-7, 
17-19 

Romans 1:1-7 Matthew 1:18
-25 
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http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-processquery.pl?code=ACT&SortOrder=Title&LectionaryLink=AAdvt01
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/prayers.php?id=1
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
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http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-processquery.pl?code=ACT&SortOrder=Title&LectionaryLink=AAdvt02
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http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-processquery.pl?code=ACT&SortOrder=Title&LectionaryLink=AAdvt03
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/prayers.php?id=3
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
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http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-processquery.pl?code=ACT&SortOrder=Title&LectionaryLink=AAdvt04
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/prayers.php?id=4
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
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Readings are from the Revised Common Lectionary, available at library.vanderbilt.edu 
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Get Your Flu Shot! 

This year's flu vaccine formulation includes two new flu virus strains. Most health insurance 
completely covers the cost of annual flu vaccination. For those over the age of 18 without 
coverage for annual flu vaccination, flu shots will be available at no cost at the Princeton Flu 
Clinic, 1–6pm on Tuesday, Oct. 18, at the Princeton Senior Resource Center (Suzanne  
Patterson Building) at 45 Stockton St. Tdap (tetanus, diphtheria, and pertussis (whooping 
cough)) booster shots will also be available at the flu clinic. To make an appointment,  
call 609-924-7108. Remember that in addition to protecting you, vaccinations protect  
vulnerable people around you for whom infection could cause serious illness.  

Free Paper Shredding and Electronics Disposal 

Princeton Residents (only): Free paper shredding and electronics disposal, Saturday,  
Sept. 24, 10am-2pm in the Witherspoon Hall Parking Lot at 400 Witherspoon St. For more 
information, go to princetonnj.gov  

tel:609-924-7108
http://princetonnj.gov/
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As many of you know, I work at the 
Princeton Senior Resource Center, 
and we are raffling off three great 
prizes this month. This raffle is a 
big part of our fund raising this 
year.  The funds support this great 
organization which is the commu-
nity's resource for aging well.  
 

These are some great raffle prizes, 
and there will only be 100 of each 
sold, so you have a great chance 
of winning the one you want.    
 

If it's hard to give $100 by yourself, 
consider going in with family or 
friends with whom you'd like to 
share the meals, vacation or golf!  
 

Please join me in supporting this 
great organization. Let me know if 
you are interested in buying a 
ticket and I will get the ticket(s) for 
you. The raffle drawing will take 
place on September 30, 2016 at 
our Capital Steps Event (which is 
also a big fund raiser for us – let 
me know if you would like more 
information about this great event). 

Nancy Amidon        

 

PSRC is the Princeton area's go-to place where older adults 
and their families find support, guidance, educational and 
social programs to help navigate life transitions and con-
tinue to be active, healthy and engaged in the community.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 

9am Christian 

Education 

10:30am Holy 

Communion 

5 6 7 

 

 

7:30pm Choir  

8 9 10 

Morning: ISI 

Garage Give 

Away 

 

11 

9am Christian 

Education 

10:30am Holy 

Communion 

12 13 

 

6:30pm    

LCM Dinner      

Discussion 

14 

 

 

7:30pm Choir  

15 

 

7pm      

Prayer Shawl      

16 17 

18      

Bishop’s Visit 

9am Christian 

Education 

10:30am Holy 

Communion 

19 20 21 

 

 

7:30pm Choir  

22 23 

 
6pm                

ISI Dinner 

24 

9am       

Men’s Forum 

25 

9am Christian 

Education 

10:30am Holy 

Communion 

26 27 28 

 

 

7:30pm Choir  

29 30  

      September 2016 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
9am Christian 

Education 

10:30am Holy 

Communion 

3 

 
7pm PTS Stone 

Lecture #1 

4 
3pm PTS Stone 

Lecture #2 

7pm PTS Stone 

Lecture #3 

5 
7pm PTS Stone 

Lecture #4 

 

7:30pm Choir  

6 

 
7pm PTS Stone 

Lecture #5 

7 8 

9 Pledge Sunday                

9am Christian 

Education 

10:30am Holy 

Communion 

10 11 
 

6:30pm         

LCM Dinner      

Discussion 

12 

 
 

7:30pm Choir  

13 14 15 

16 
9am Christian 

Education 

10:30am Holy 

Communion    

12:30 Executive 

Board Meeting 

17 18 19 

 

 
                     

7:30pm Choir  

20 

 
 

7pm Prayer 

Shawl  

21 22 
9am               

Reformation 

Seminar 

23 
9am Christian 

Education 

10:30am Holy 

Communion 

24 25 26 

 
 

7:30pm Choir  

27 28 

 

6pm 

ISI Dinner 

29 

30 
9am Christian  Ed. 

10:30am  Holy 

Communion 

 

31      

October 2016 
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3:45pm  Reformation 

Festival   
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407 Nassau Street at Cedar Lane 
Princeton, NJ 08540 

Phone: 609-924-3642 
lcmprinceton@gmail.com 

www.princetonlutheranchurch.org 

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH  

OF THE MESSIAH 

R ETURN  S ERVICE  
R EQUESTED  


