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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Christ is Risen!

It's hard to imagine better, more consequential news. Christ being risen means
we can live hopefully, even cheerfully, in our fallen world. With Thomas, we
can touch Jesus' healed wounds and
derive hope from that healing without
shrinking from wounds and their
pain. With Jesus' disciples on the road
to Emmaus, we can grieve loss and
still, with hearts aglow, be surprised

by joy.

Christ being risen means that despite

the coldness, apathy, and paranoid
pursuit of self-interest that infest our
society, we can risk being honest and vulnerable, and loving sacrificially. Christ
being risen emboldens us to take risks that don't make sense to those who
haven't received or believed the good news of Jesus' resurrection.

Christ being risen means changed priorities. It's no more possible to die and
rise with Jesus in Holy Baptism and expect our priorities to remain
undisturbed than it is to live through an earthquake and expect the landscape
to remain undisturbed. God loves us as we are, and too much to leave us that
way. The tremors of Jesus’ resurrection are, thank God, still rippling through
our world, forming mountains of hope, springs of refreshment, valleys of rest,
and rushing rivers of good will and well being.

continued on the next page

The symbol in the upper left corner expresses by means of candle and messianic rose the worship of the Messiah and the

Truth of Christ. The cross signifies His central deed and the five crosses in the rose the sacred wounds.
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK CONTINUED

Christ being risen isn't delusion, but reality - seeing beyond a merely mechanical universe, merely worldly
kingdoms, and merely selfish understandings of success. It casts our world and our lives in a new and
hopeful light that the darkness of sin, guilt, and despair cannot overcome. As ambassadors of Christ, we
carry that light and spread it as we go, mourning with those who mourn and rejoicing with those who
rejoice. Thanks be to God for Jesus' resurrection!

Pastor Erhardt

OFFICE ASSISTANT UPDATE

Dear People of Messiah p
W S
It has been a pleasure working for the church as the Office Assistant. Even - £

though I do not attend Messiah, I have had a glimpse of the beautiful and servant | -

-hearted fellowship you share here. After graduation my husband, Nathanael,
will be starting a new job at a church in Souderton, Pennsylvania working
primarily with youth. We will be transitioning to Souderton in June, so after
May 26 I will no longer be serving as Office Assistant. I truly hope and pray for
the best for this congregation!

With much gratitude,

Valerie Johnson

Hello!

My name is Katherine Ellis and I'm excited to work as the new Office Assistant at the Lutheran Church of
the Messiah. I moved from Livingston, Scotland to Princeton this past fall to attend Princeton Theological
Seminary where I am currently pursuing an MDiv. I grew up in Abilene, Texas and attended Baylor Uni-
versity prior to moving to Scotland to work. I am greatly enjoying my time in Princeton and am honored
to help contribute to the life and ministry of the Lutheran Church of the Messiah. I am grateful for the op-
portunity to work alongside you and I look forward to getting to know you more throughout the year!

Warmly,
Katherine Ellis

Visit our website to listen to audio recordings of Sunday Sermons.
http://new.princetonlutheranchurch.org/worship/service-and-sermon-audios/
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CHURCH CALENDAR

PASTOR ERHARDT’S VISIT WITH THE
KAARIAINEN FAMILY IN CHICAGO
ON APRIL 3RD

PaS or r ardt with Pastor k a & Laura
and their daughters Jemina and Aliina

UPCOMING EVENTS

Tuesday, May 2, 6:30pm
LCM Table Talk: Cheerfulness as Evangelism

Tuesday, May 9, 7pm
Executive Board Meeting

Thursday, May 18, 7pm
Prayer Shawl Meeting

Sunday, May 21, 12:15pm
Voters Meeting

Saturday, May 27, 9am
Men’s Forum at Wegmans

Sunday, May 28
Last day of Christian Education classes
Last day of 10:30am worship

Sunday, June 4
Pentecost Sunday
9:30am Worship with Confirmation

Tuesday, June 20, 7pm
Executive Board Meeting

Saturday, June 24, 9am
Men’s Forum at Wegmans
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUMMER SERVICE TIME CHANGE

Beginning Pentecost Sunday, June 4, worship will begin at 9:30am. At this service, our catechism students
will affirm their baptism in the Rite of Confirmation. There will be no Adult Forum or Sunday School June

through August.

FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY

Do you have flowers in your garden you'd like to share with Messiah? If so
anytime between now and the fall, call Carolyn Gishlick to arrange for their use at

Messiah.

EVENTS

LUTHERANS IN DIASPORA CONFERENCE, MARCH 10

On March 10th, Messiah hosted the Lutherans in Diaspora Conference which is
held every four years for Lutherans studying at non-Lutheran seminaries. Special
thanks to Debbie Baer and all of the volunteers who helped prepare food for the

conference dinner!
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EVENTS CONTINUED

LENTEN SOUP AND SALAD

| lll(‘
g Sum)( I

We had a great time of fellowship during the Lenten
Soup & Salad Suppers! Thank you to all of our

\ wonderful hosts who cooked up the delicious meals
for us.
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EVENTS CONTINUED

SPRING WORK DAY, APRIL 22

L_ﬂﬂ% ‘ . Elizabeth Majsztrik helps Kyle Y
vmry / % Sorkness and Miranda Hempel
MARTIN K. ERHARDT, = | v 5 / ; ‘

plant flowers at the Spring
Work Day.

.....

Kyle Sorkness, Miranda Hempel, Paul Rorem, Skye Jerpbak,
Karen MacDonald, Laura Bennett and Elizabeth Majsztrik

| *r Renate Giller helps with the planters.
Many Han!s Make Work
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Sunday School for Lent and Holy Week; Support for Feed My Starving Children

Lessons for Lent
During Lent, our Sunday School lessons focused on the meaning of the season, Jesus' last days and his sac-
rifice for us, augmented by related Bible stories.

continued on the next pgge




