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I love Thanksgiving. One of the things I cherish most about American culture is 
our tradition of giving thanks, even before we had a national holiday for it.  
Gratitude is and has long been an essential part of Christian culture too. The   
Bible not only encourages us to give thanks, but it gives us reason for thanks, 
opening our eyes to the ways God has blessed us. Even books like Judges that 
recount grim, gory, and chaotic times make us grateful for the goods we often 
take for granted, even when they are imperfect – things like peace, food, shelter, 
potable water, soap, a functioning legal system, anesthetics, people caring for 
one another, and widely shared belief in human dignity. 

 

Of all the people who have ever lived, it would seem that we have the least to 
worry about. Why is it then that we're often anxious? For one thing, as standards 
rise, our expectations tend to rise with them. The possibility of not meeting   
expectations can be nerve-racking. For another, man does not live by bread 
alone. Even in the midst of material abundance, we may be anxious about our 

spiritual, social, or emotional needs 
going unmet, or about not meeting 
those of   others. There are always 
more needs than we can fulfill, and that 
may make us anxious. Abundance itself 
can induce anxiety when it presents us 
with more decisions to make – anxiety 
often increases with increasing levels of 
choice and responsibility. 
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Giving thanks is a wonderful antidote to anxiety, and hearing God's Word makes us grateful. On this 500th 
anniversary of Martin Luther's 95 Theses, I'm especially grateful that Luther’s Theses paved the way for     
reforms like a) Bible translation and accessibility, b) preaching the good news that God loves us                  
unconditionally and makes us lovable, and c) realizing that through Holy Baptism, God tethers us and our 
destiny to that of his crucified and resurrected Son, Jesus Christ. 

 

We belong to God. Our life and future have not been ruined by our sin. Each day is a new opportunity to 
thank God instead of worrying about ourselves. These refreshing biblical truths free us from much of the 
worry that infests our world. Things in our fallen world are far from perfect, but that doesn't need to make 
us anxious or afraid. “The earth is the LORD's and everything in it,” says Psalm 24:1. We can cast our cares 
on him (1 Peter 5:7a) and throw ourselves into caring for one another. 

 

Our world needs that good news in the 21st century as badly as it ever has, and we get to be the ones to 
spread it. Thanks be to God!  

Upcoming Adult Forum Topics: 
 

Sundays in November:  Cultivating an Attitude of Gratitude – Pastor Erhardt 

Sundays in December (no class on Dec. 24):  Repentance and Conversion  – Kyle Sorkness 

 

 All are welcome. Please join us at 9am in the parish building lounge. 

NOVEMBER 2017-JANUARY 2018 

Anxiety and Thanksgiving 

 
Thank you for your generous giving! Oct. 8 was Pledge Sunday.   

     If you haven’t yet submitted a 2018 pledge form, please consider doing 

so today. Extra forms are available on the back pew. Completed forms 

may be placed in the o ering plate or mailed to the church, to the       

Financial Secretary’s attention. 

Christian Education classes meet Sundays at 9:00am  
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Thank you to Trish Oelrich and Bill Oel-
rich for their generous hospitality!  

Happy 75th birthday to Marty Sulla! 
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Congratulations to Daniel and Christine Zak       
on their wedding on July 20, 2017.  

Pictured above: Matthew Zak, brother and best man, 
bride and groom, Christine and Daniel Zak, and parents 
Debbie and Michael Zak. 
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John Metzger, Hank Gerwers and Doris  Schubert-Gerwers participated in the Parkinson           
Alliance 18th Annual 5K run on  September 23, 2017.  

Below: Proud winners, Hank 3rd place & Doris 2nd 
place in their age groups.  

Right: John Metzger, Hank Gerwers and 
Doris Schubert-Gerwers exhausted after the 
run.  



First Sunday of Advent 

December 1, 2013 

ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 2:1-5 Psalm 122 Romans 13:11-
14 

Matthew 
24:36-44 

Second Sunday of Ad-
vent 
December 8, 2013 
ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 11:1-10 Psalm 72:1-7, 
18-19 

Romans 15:4-
13 

Matthew 3:1-
12 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 15, 2013 
ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 35:1-10 Psalm 146:5-
10 
or 
Luke 1:46b-55 

James 5:7-10 Matthew 11:2
-11 

Fourth Sunday of Ad-
vent 
December 22, 2013 
ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 7:10-16 Psalm 80:1-7, 
17-19 

Romans 1:1-7 Matthew 1:18
-25 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

  1 2 3 4 

 
3pm Model     
Railroad Open 
House 

5 DST Ends 

9am Christian  
Education 

10:30am  
Holy Communion  

6 7 8 

 

 
7:30pm Choir  

9 

  
 

7pm Executive 
Board Meeting 

10 11 

 
 

9am Fall Work 
Day 

12 
9am Christian  
Education 
10:30am  
Holy Communion  

13 14 

 
6:30pm LCM   
Table Talk  

15 

 

 
7:30pm Choir  

16 

 

 
7pm Prayer Shawl  

17 18 

 

 
9am Men’s Forum 

19 
9am Christian  
Education 
10:30am  
Holy Communion  

20 21 

      
 

22 

 

 
7:30pm Choir  

23 
  Thanksgiving 

         Day 

 

24 

 

 

25 

 

26 
9am Christian  
Education 
10:30am  
Holy Communion  

27 28 29 

 

 
7:30pm Choir  

30   

  November 2017 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

 

3 9am Christian  

Education 
10:30am  
Holy Communion  

12:15pm Voters 
Meeting 

4 5 

 

6 

 

 
7:30pm Choir  

7 8 9 

 

10Sunday School 

Christmas Program                  

9am Christian  
Education 
10:30am Holy 
Communion  

11 12 

 
6:30pm LCM   
Table Talk  

13 

 

 
7:30pm Choir  

14 

 
7pm Executive 
Board Meeting 

7pm Prayer Shawl  

15 16 

 

 
9am Men’s Forum 

179am Christian  

Education 
10:30am  
Holy Communion  

12pm Christmas 
Decorating 

18 19 20 

 

 
7:30pm Choir  

21 22 

 

 

23 
 

 

24 10:30am 

Holy Communion  

8pm Candlelight 

3110:30am  

Holy Communion  

25 
   Christmas Day 

 

10:30am  
Holy Communion  

26 27 28 29 30 

December 2017     
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

7 9am Christian  

Education 
10:30am  
Holy Communion  

 

8 9 

 
6:30pm LCM   
Table Talk  

10 

 

 
7:30pm Choir  

11 12 13 

 

14 
9am Christian  
Education 
10:30am  
Holy Communion  

15 16 

 
 

17 

 

 
7:30pm Choir  

18 

 

 
7pm Prayer Shawl  

19 

 

 
6pm ISI Dinner 

20 

 

 

21  
9am Christian  
Education 
10:30am  
Holy Communion  

22 23 24 

 

 
7:30pm Choir  

25 26 27 

 

28  
9am Christian  
Education 
10:30am Holy 
Communion  

29 

 

30 31    

January 2018     
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407 Nassau Street at Cedar Lane 
Princeton, NJ 08540 

Phone: 609-924-3642 
lcmprinceton@gmail.com 

www.princetonlutheranchurch.org 

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH  

OF THE MESSIAH 

R ETURN  S ERVICE  
R EQUESTED  

NOVEMBER 2017-JANUARY 2018 


