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Here's how Peggy Noonan began a recent Wall Street Journal column: 
 

“When I speak with young people beginning their careers I often  
tell them that in spite of the apparent formidableness of the adults 
around them—their mastery of office systems, their professional 
accomplishments, their sheer ability to last—almost everyone      
begins every day just trying to keep up their morale. Everyone’s   
trying to be hopeful about themselves and the world. People are 
more confused, even defeated by life, than they let on; many       
people—most—have times when they feel they’ve lost the plot,   
the thread. So go forward with appropriate compassion.” 
 

The line that hit me hardest was, 
“Everyone’s trying to be hopeful about 
themselves and the world.” Is that 
something you struggle to do? If so, 
you're not alone. Seeing the fallenness 
of the world in and around us, most of 
us lose hope from time to time. Which 
is why the gospel of Jesus Christ, the 
gospel of hope, is such good news. The gospel enables us to tell the truth 
and maintain hope even when the truth is worse than we had hoped. The 
gospel isn't true because it makes us feel better. It's true independent of its 
therapeutic value, but its good news does make us feel better, and encour-
ages us so much that we become able to reach out to our neighbor.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Telling someone who has lost hope to be more pleasant or happy or charitable is like flogging a 
dead horse. They simply don't have the internal resources to do it even if they wanted to. If we 
encourage them instead, we give them the hope they need.  
 

Insecurity haunts our world. We fear change, loss, aging, poverty, failure, illness, shame, and 
death. We work and huddle and 
hoard to keep what we fear at bay. 
But the real solution to our insecu-
rity is the gospel of  Jesus Christ, of 
God's love for us, of our redemp-
tion and freedom from sin and guilt, 
and of the promise of eternal life 
with God. The gospel  kindles hope 
in us and dispels our fears. It is hope 
that our fearful and insecure world 
sorely needs – not just once, but 
frequently.  
 

God blesses us with regular doses  of hope in corporate worship each Sunday, where he feeds us 
with his Word and sacrament in the fellowship of his baptized people. As recipients of God's gift of 
hope, we can tell others where it can be found, using Philip's simple invitation to Nathanael in 
John 1:46, “Come and see.”   
 

There is much in the world to frustrate us. But instead of kicking against the goads (Acts 26:14) 
or raging against the machine or throwing in the towel, we can spread the hope God gives us by 
encouraging each other. We can model being hopeful without whitewashing the truth.  

In our Lenten Evening Prayer services this year, we will look at encouragers in the Bible from 
whom we can take courage and learn to encourage others. I'm looking forward to it and invite 
you to come and see – Wednesday evenings at 7pm, beginning on Ash Wednesday (February 14).  
 

In the hope and joy of Christian community,  

Pastor Erhardt 
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TOUR OF THE R IVER HORSE BREWERY IN EWING   12PM, 
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continued on the next page 
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continued on the next page 
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First Sunday of Advent 

December 1, 2013 

ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 2:1-5 Psalm 122 Romans 13:11-
14 

Matthew 
24:36-44 

Second Sunday of Ad-
vent 
December 8, 2013 
ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 11:1-10 Psalm 72:1-7, 
18-19 

Romans 15:4-
13 

Matthew 3:1-
12 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 15, 2013 
ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 35:1-10 Psalm 146:5-
10 
or 
Luke 1:46b-55 

James 5:7-10 Matthew 11:2
-11 

Fourth Sunday of Ad-
vent 
December 22, 2013 
ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 7:10-16 Psalm 80:1-7, 
17-19 

Romans 1:1-7 Matthew 1:18
-25 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 
9am Christian  
Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

5 

 

6 

 
 

7 

 

 
7:30pm Choir  

8 

 
 

6:30pm  LCM 
Table Talk 

9 10 

 
12pm  River Horse 
Brewery Tour 

11 
9am Christian  
Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

12 13 

 
 

 

14 
Ash Wednesday 

7pm Holy  
Communion with 
ashes  

15 

 

 

7pm Prayer Shawl  

16 

 
6pm  
ISI Dinner 

17 

18 
9am Christian  
Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

19 

 

20 21 
6pm Soup & 
Salad 

7pm Evening 
Prayer 

22 

 
7pm Executive 
Board Meeting 

23 24 

 
9am 
Men’s Forum 

25 
9am Christian  
Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

26 27 28 

 

7pm Evening 
Prayer 

7:45pm Choir  
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