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Why Go to Church?

Occasionally I read studies in which consistent, weekly church
attendance is positively correlated with longevity, marital stability, and/or
self-reported happiness. The upshot is usually that regular church atten-
dance is good for you. I sort of agree with that. I say sort of because saying
church attendance is good for us based on metrics like longevity, marital
stability, and happiness, is a little like saying food is good for us because
food intake is positively correlated with the quality of our stamp
collections. This is most certainly true. If we didn't eat, our stamp
collections would suffer. But stamp collection quality, while laudable, is
hardly the best thing about food.

The weekly gathering of our church community for worship and
fellowship is not merely a means to longevity, marital stability, and
happiness, but is an end in itself. As we heard Peter say on the mountain of
Jesus'
transfiguration,
“Lord, it is good

that we are here.”

continued on the next page

The symbol in the upper left corner expresses by means of candle and messianic rose the worship of the Messiah and the
Truth of Christ. The cross signifies His central deed and the five crosses in the rose the sacred wounds.
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK CONTINUED

In worship we receive God's good gifts of his Word and Jesus' body and blood.

As we heard from Matthew 6 on Ash Wednesday, Jesus speaks to his disciples about giving
alms, fasting, and prayer — disciplines we emphasize particularly during Lent. These too are gifts,
and not simply for what they accomplish in terms of poverty relief, weight loss, and prayer re-
quests granted. It is good for us to do them even if the alms we give are misused, we lose no
weight, and our prayers aren't answered in the ways we had hoped. It is good to obey God and to
intentionally depend on our Creator rather than on Creation.

In Murder in the Cathedral,T. S. Eliot's dramatic recounting of the murder of Archbishop
Thomas Becket in Canterbury Ca-
thedral in 1170, Archbishop
Becket is tempted to become a

martyr in order to bring the

wrath of God on his killers. To

this temptation Becket responds,

“The last temptation is the great-

est treason: To do the right deed
for the wrong reason.” On a
given Sunday morning, we could
do worse than go to church for
the secondary benefits it provides
us. But Thomas Becket and Simon

Peter remind us that we could do

better too, and go because it is
good for us to be there.

How blessed we are to follow in the footsteps of Jesus' first disciples, who on the morning
of the first day of the week, went to Jesus' tomb and to their astonishment and joy found it empty!
As we open our beautiful new doors to the sanctuary each Sunday, the astonishment and joy of the

first disciples is ours, and we carry it into the world. Thanks be to God for this gift and privilege!

Visit our website to listen to audio recordings of Sunday Sermons.
http://www.princetonlutheranchurch.org/services.html
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CHURCH CALENDAR

LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICES

Wednesdays in Lent
February 21—March 21

6:00 PM Soup & Salad Supper
7:00 PM Evening Prayer (LBW p. 142)
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Thursday, March 15, 7 pm
Prayer Shawl Meeting

Friday, March 16, 6 pm
ISI Dinner

Thursday, March 22, 7 pm
Executive Board Meeting

Saturday, March 24, 9 am
Men’s Forum at Wegmans

Sunday, March 25, 10:30 am
Palm Sunday Service of Holy Communion

(continued on p. 4)

UPCOMING ADULT FORUM TOPICS

April: The Lord’s Prayer (Kyle Sorkness)

March: Growing in Love: A Study of 1 John (Pastor Erhardt)

All are welcome. Please join us!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

UPCOMING EVENTS CONTINUED
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Thursday, March 29, 8 pm
Maundy Thursday Holy Communion

Friday, March 30, 8 pm
Good Friday Tenebrae

Sunday, April 1, 10 am
Easter Sunday
Festival Service of Holy Communion
Note the 10 am service time.

Thursday, April 5, 6:30 pm
LCM Table Talk: Personal Prayer

Thursday, April 19, 7 pm
Prayer Shawl Meeting

Friday, April 20, 6 pm
ISI Dinner

Thursday, April 26, 7 pm
Executive Board Meeting

Saturday, April 28, 9 am
Men’s Forum at Wegmans

Thursday, May 3, 6:30 pm
LCM Table Talk

LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY
TABLE TALKS

Spring 2018
Lutheran Campus Ministry
Monthly Dinner Discussions

Upcoming Spring 2018 dates are :

Thursday, March 8: Is Simplicity Salvation?
(Kyle Sorkness)

Thursday, April 5: Personal Prayer

(Kyle Sorkness)

Thursday, May 3: TBA (Pastor Erhardt)

All discussions are scheduled for
Thursdays 6:30 — 8:00 PM in Room 210 of
Murray-Dodge Hall, Princeton University.
Dinner is included.

After 5:00 PM on weekdays, free parking is
available in the university lot

on William St., between Washington Rd.
and Charlton St.

All are welcome!

Please join us and invite friends.
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DOOR DEDICATION IN HONOR OF MEL BOLICK

The Bolick Family:
Melanie, Anne, Matt, and Elizabeth
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SEE ANYONE YOU RECOGNIZE?

Photos courtesy of Messiah archives
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LECTIONARY READINGS FOR MARCH

LENT FIRST READING PSALM
HOLY WEEK
YEARB

SECOND GOSPEL
READING READING

The Third Sunday  Exodus 20:1-17 Psalm 19
in Lent
March 4, 2018

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 John 2:13-22

The Fourth Sunday Numbers 21:4-9 Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 Ephesians 2:2-10 John 3:14-21
in Lent

March 11, 2018

The Fifth Sunday in Jeremiah 31:31-34 Psalm 51:1-12 Hebrews 5:5-10 John 12:20-33
Lent

March 18,2018

Palm Sunday Isaiah 50:1-9a Psalm 31:9-16
March 25,2018

Philippians 2:5-11 Mark 14:1-15:47

Maundy Thursday  Exodus 12:1-14 Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 John 13:1-17, 31b-35
March 29, 2018 31b-35
Good Friday Isaiah 52:13-53:12 Psalm 22 Hebrews 10:16-25 John 18:1-19:42

March 30,2018



http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-processquery.pl?code=ACT&SortOrder=Title&LectionaryLink=AAdvt01
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/prayers.php?id=1
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-processquery.pl?code=ACT&SortOrder=Title&LectionaryLink=AAdvt02
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/prayers.php?id=2
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-processquery.pl?code=ACT&SortOrder=Title&LectionaryLink=AAdvt03
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/prayers.php?id=3
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-processquery.pl?code=ACT&SortOrder=Title&LectionaryLink=AAdvt04
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/prayers.php?id=4
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
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LECTIONARY READINGS FOR APRIL

EASTER FIRST READING PSALM SECOND GOSPEL
YEARB READING READING
Easter Sunday Acts 10:34-43 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 1 Corinthians 15:11 John 20:1-18

April 1, 2018

The Second Sunday Acts 4:32-35 Psalm 133 1 John 1:1-2:2 John 20:19-31
of Easter
April 8, 2018

The Third Sunday  Acts 3:12-19 Psalm 4 1 John 3:1-7 Luke 24:36b-48
of Easter
April 15,2018

The Fourth Sunday Acts 4:5-12 Psalm 23 1 John 3:16-24 John 10:11-18
of Easter
April 22, 2018

The Fifth Sunday Acts 8:26-40 Psalm 22:25-31 1 John 4:7-21 John 15:1-8
of Easter
April 29,2018
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http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-processquery.pl?code=ACT&SortOrder=Title&LectionaryLink=AAdvt01
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/prayers.php?id=1
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-processquery.pl?code=ACT&SortOrder=Title&LectionaryLink=AAdvt02
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/prayers.php?id=2
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-processquery.pl?code=ACT&SortOrder=Title&LectionaryLink=AAdvt03
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/prayers.php?id=3
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-processquery.pl?code=ACT&SortOrder=Title&LectionaryLink=AAdvt04
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/prayers.php?id=4
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
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March 2018

Fy

4

9am Christian

Education

10:30am Holy

Communion

7 6pm Soup &
Salad

7pm Evening
Prayer

7:45pm Choir

6:30pm LCM
Table Talk

10

11

9am Christian

Education

10:30am Holy

Communion

12

13

]4 6pm Soup

& Salad

7pm Evening
Prayer

7:45pm Choir

15

7pm Prayer Shawl

16

6pm
ISI Dinner

17

18

9am Christian

Education

10:30am Holy

Communion

19

20

2] 6pm Soup

& Salad

7pm Evening
Prayer

7:45pm Choir

22

7pm Executive
Board Meeting

23

24

9am Men’s Forum

25Pa]m Sunday

9am Christian

Education

10:30am Holy

Communion

26

27

28

7:30pm Choir

29

Maundy Thursday
8pm Holy

Communion

30

Good Friday

8pm Tenebrae

31
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April 2018

] Easter Sunday 2 3

9am Christian

Education

10:00am Holy

Communion

7:30pm Choir

6:30pm LCM
Table Talk

8 9

9am Christian

10

Education

10:30am Holy

Communion

11

7:30pm Choir

12

13

14

15

9am Christian

16 17

Education

10:30am Holy

Communion

18

7:30pm Choir

19

7pm Prayer Shawl

20

6pm ISI Dinner

21

22

9am Christian

23 24

Education

10:30am Holy

Communion

25

7:30pm Choir

26

7pm Executive
Board Meeting

27

28

9am Men’s Forum

29

9am Christian

30

Education

10:30am Holy

Communion

IE IS, RISEN
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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH
OF THE MESSIAH

407 Nassau Street at Cedar Lane
Princeton, NJ 08540

Phone: 609-924-3642
lemprinceton(@gmail.com
www.princetonlutheranchurch.org

RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED




