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Visitor: This church is full of hypocrites. 

 

Pastor: Not at all! We always have room for one more. 

 

I like that joke because it reminds me that though we are sinners, our sin 
does not  prevent God from working in and among us. When we see a flaw 
in ourselves or someone 
else, it's tempting to give up 
on them (or us) ð to write 
them off, and to conclude 
that nothing good can come 
from them. Which is the 
opposite of the truth. 

 

God works through sinners, 
even hypocrites. Our fellow   
sinners have much to offer 
us, if only we would see the 
diamond in the rough. This 
is not to say we should     
disregard the character of those from whom we take advice, or to minimize 
the seriousness of sin, but to acknowledge that all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

It's easy to let our disapproval of sin turn into cynicism, sloth, and hopelessness. God does not 
want that for us. In Jesus Christ, God has provided us with a perfect hero and Savior whom we 
can trust completely.  

Knowing that we have one whom we can trust without reservation gives us the confidence to   
believe, learn from, and put the best construction on ourselves and our fellow sinners. They and 
we have much to offer and much to receive despite their flaws and ours. We can learn to           
recognize and keep the baby when throwing out the bath water. We can see in the bad behavior of 
others their need for love, encouragement, and security.  We can regard their need as an           
opportunity to build them up. We can become agents of positive change by seeing ourselves and 
each other through the eyes of faith, which see beyond the sinner to the saint God has declared us 
in Baptism. The eyes of faith see through the Old Adam to Christ in us. 

 

Sin is serious and should never be trivialized. But neither should we minimize the righteousness 
that is God's gift to us. We are not hopeless and neither are our neighbors. We can ask God to help 
us see with the eyes of faith, and we when do, we may find springs of hope and love welling up 
where we never thought possible. 

 

In the hope and joy of Jesus's resurrection, 

 

Pastor Erhardt 
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