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Visitor: This church is full of hypocrites. 

 

Pastor: Not at all! We always have room for one more. 

 

I like that joke because it reminds me that though we are sinners, our sin 
does not  prevent God from working in and among us. When we see a flaw 
in ourselves or someone 
else, it's tempting to give up 
on them (or us) – to write 
them off, and to conclude 
that nothing good can come 
from them. Which is the 
opposite of the truth. 

 

God works through sinners, 
even hypocrites. Our fellow   
sinners have much to offer 
us, if only we would see the 
diamond in the rough. This 
is not to say we should     
disregard the character of those from whom we take advice, or to minimize 
the seriousness of sin, but to acknowledge that all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

It's easy to let our disapproval of sin turn into cynicism, sloth, and hopelessness. God does not 
want that for us. In Jesus Christ, God has provided us with a perfect hero and Savior whom we 
can trust completely.  

Knowing that we have one whom we can trust without reservation gives us the confidence to   
believe, learn from, and put the best construction on ourselves and our fellow sinners. They and 
we have much to offer and much to receive despite their flaws and ours. We can learn to           
recognize and keep the baby when throwing out the bath water. We can see in the bad behavior of 
others their need for love, encouragement, and security.  We can regard their need as an           
opportunity to build them up. We can become agents of positive change by seeing ourselves and 
each other through the eyes of faith, which see beyond the sinner to the saint God has declared us 
in Baptism. The eyes of faith see through the Old Adam to Christ in us. 

 

Sin is serious and should never be trivialized. But neither should we minimize the righteousness 
that is God's gift to us. We are not hopeless and neither are our neighbors. We can ask God to help 
us see with the eyes of faith, and we when do, we may find springs of hope and love welling up 
where we never thought possible. 

 

In the hope and joy of Jesus's resurrection, 

 

Pastor Erhardt 
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Please join us in this rewarding ministry.                                                                                                                                          
Contact Doris Schubert-Gerwers (609) 558-1815 or dischubert@yahoo.com for more information. 

Messiah’s Mantles (Prayer Shawl Group), by Doris Schubert-Gerwers 

mailto:dischubert@yahoo.com
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An enthusiastic crowd of Messiah regulars and first-time 

visitors thronged the Sunday School’s annual Easter Egg 

Hunt held before services on Easter Sunday.  Bobbing   

balloons on the Cedar Street side of the church festooned 

the steps up to the entrance, encouraging people to come 

in and look around.  There was a diverse mix of families, 

all with a common goal:  to celebrate Easter. 

 

The event started off with crafts.  There were hats galore 

to decorate: beribboned straw hats in pastel colors, bright 

“fedoras,” 

cowboy 

hats,       

sequined 

caps —

something for everyone, male or female, conservative or 

flamboyant.  Most children (and parents!) went for         

flamboyant, and who can blame them?  There were piles of 

hat decorations ready to embellish the chapeau of one’s 

choice: all kinds of artificial flowers, rhinestones, stickers, 

ribbons, pipe cleaners.  It would have taken a lot of         

willpower to maintain a minimalist aesthetic given the    

abundant temptation all around to garnish one’s headgear. 

 

        

As usual, the boys were as imaginative about their 

creations as the girls, uninhibitedly adorning their 

hats with flowers and ribbons their fathers probably 

wouldn’t have the courage to wear themselves!  

There were plenty of supplies for everyone, so many 

parents added an Easter hat to their holiday outfits as 

well. 
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There were also gift bags for gathering eggs to be decorated — with the 

flowers, ribbons, stickers, pipe cleaners and other oddments provided, or 

with drawings made by some enterprising children. 

 

Naturally, all this creativity burns a prodigious number of calories, so a 

generous spread of clementines, grapes, pastries, and colorfully dyed   

hard-boiled eggs was set out to sustain everyone’s energy.  Coffee, tea,      

seltzer, and juice were available to keep everyone properly  hydrated. 

 

When the time came for everyone to head outside and start searching for 

Easter eggs, the younger children were given a head start.  Within      

minutes, the packed fellowship hall was nearly empty. 

 

Outside, children scoured the landscape for Easter eggs bursting with 

chocolates.  Their parents helped, of course, and so did helpers from Messiah, including the Easter Bunny 

himself, who hopped around greeting children and posing for photographs.  It didn’t take long for the    

children to pick the site clean! 

 

After every egg had been collected, the children and their 

families came back down to the fellowship hall for        

last-minute crafting and snacking.  Any children who  

hadn’t found at least five eggs were invited to take some 

more from a stash set aside in advance, “hidden” under a 

table.  Naturally, some enterprising participants who had 

bags bulging with eggs noticed that there were more for 

the taking, and helped themselves. 
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Brightly colored gift baskets filled with toys waited on tables at the side of the room.  Children were 

invited to take a basket before leaving.   New visitors to Messiah were given information about       

services and finding us on Facebook and our website.  Volunteers had just a few minutes to make 

some semblance of order and prepare for fellowship hour before dashing outside for the service, 

which began with the congregation gathered at the front doors. 

 

After the service, the congregation was invited downstairs to feast on the remains of the pastries,   

muffins, and other tasty treats.  A festive air prevailed as people chatted and greeted each other; it was 

a fitting valedictory to the Messiah’s celebration of Easter Day. 
 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Many people helped make the event a success - Mark van Bargen and his children Drew and Katie, 

Skye Jerpbak, Karen MacDonald, Herb and Carolyn Gishlick, Debbie Baer, Werner and Karen Hartl, 

and my husband Rich Delgado and his good-hearted son Robert.  A special mention goes to former 

member Ryan Spaude who was visiting from Washington D.C. Instead of taking it easy and relaxing, 

Ryan donned the Dread Bunny Suit (it is quite toasty inside - if you’ve heard about the  mythological 

Shirt of Nessus, that should give you some idea).  He was a super friendly Bunny who hopped and  

cavorted to entertain everyone at the event.  Of course, the members of the  congregation who      

attended the Easter Egg Hunt also helped make it a success with their warm and welcoming attitude.  

Several first-time visitors commented on how friendly the church was! 

 

If I have inadvertently omitted your name 

from this list of volunteers, please forgive 

me and let me know so I can add a note to 

the Sunday School article in the next  

newsletter. 

 

——-    

Miranda Hempel 
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 Photos courtesy of Messiah archives   



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 First Sunday of Advent 

December 1, 2013 

ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 2:1-5 Psalm 122 Romans 13:11-
14 

Matthew 
24:36-44 

Second Sunday of Ad-
vent 
December 8, 2013 
ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 11:1-10 Psalm 72:1-7, 
18-19 

Romans 15:4-
13 

Matthew 3:1-
12 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 15, 2013 
ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 35:1-10 Psalm 146:5-
10 
or 
Luke 1:46b-55 

James 5:7-10 Matthew 11:2
-11 

Fourth Sunday of Ad-
vent 
December 22, 2013 
ART -- PRAYER 

Isaiah 7:10-16 Psalm 80:1-7, 
17-19 

Romans 1:1-7 Matthew 1:18
-25 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

 

 
7:30pm Choir  

3 

 
6:30pm  LCM 
Table Talk 

4 5 

6 
9am Christian  
Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

7 

 

8 
 

9  

 

 
7:30pm Choir  

10 

 
 

 

11 12 
 

13 9am    
Christian       
Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

12:15pm Voters 
Meeting 

14 15 

 

16  

 

 
7:30pm Choir  

17 

 

 

7pm Prayer Shawl  

18 

 
7pm Trenton  
Thunder Game 

19 
9am Men’s Forum 

20 
9am Christian  
Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

21 

 

22 23  

 

 
7:30pm Choir  

24 

             
 

25 26 
 

27 

9am Christian  
Education 

10:30am Holy 
Communion 

28 
Memorial Day 

29 30 

 

 

31 

 

  

May 2018 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 
7:30pm La Fiocco 
Concert 

3  
9:30am Holy 
Communion 

4 

 

5 
 

6 

 

 

7 
 

 

7pm Executive 
Board  

8 9 
 

10 
9:30am Holy 
Communion 

11 12 

 

13 

 

 

14 

 

 

                         

15 
                               
 

 

16 

17 
9:30am Holy 
Communion 

18 

 

19 20 

 

 

21 

 
 

22 23 
9am Men’s Forum 

24 
9:30am Holy 
Communion 

25 26 27 28 29 30 

June 2018 

English District Convention 
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407 Nassau Street at Cedar Lane 
Princeton, NJ 08540 

Phone: 609-924-3642 
lcmprinceton@gmail.com 

www.princetonlutheranchurch.org 

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH  
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